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was William Mulder's, whose lifetime 
interest in the Scandanavian 
immigrant has pioneered the ethnic 
history in Utah. With few exceptions 
the other choices were of equal ability, 
making a competent and interesting 
collection of articles. 

Papanikolas has managed to blend 
well the collage of articles that 
constitute the volume. Using 
chronological order based upon 
general arrival dates of the various 
POUPS! she has been Present a 
nearly equal treatment of all peoples 
of Utah. Each essay is approximately 
thirty pages long, well-illustrated, and 
of homogenous PurPose~ i.e.1 to 
Present a broad evaluation the 
heritage, history, and culture of each 
group within the Utah millieu. While 
the quality of the articles varies, the 
general scope does not. The editor 
also brings cohesion to the collection 
through her fine introduction and a 
careful positioning of the various 
sections. In short, The Peoples of Utah 
is a very readable book and one that 
demands the attention of anyone 
seriously hoping to comprehend the 
complexities of life in Utah, both past 
and present. 

The Peoples of Ufah has only a few 
problems that are not understandable 
and excusable given its format and 
huge task. One of these is the nearly 
universal tendency of the authors to 
praise their subject groups while 
ignoring as much as possible the 
negative side of their histories. It 
would seem from this study that all of 
Utah's social and criminal problems, 
for example, had no ethnic 
proportions and were consequently 

'The Mormons in 
themselves constitute a 
legitilllate &l,Ilic 
community. " 
the result of purely universal 
tendencies among the individual 
groups. This, of course, does not 
wash with the book's other assertion 
that each group "left us a unique and 
rich legacy" of positive qualities, for 
where there are unique qualities in a 
positive sense there are certainly 
unique qualities in a negative one as 
well. 

iews 
BOOKS 

The Peoples of Utah 
Helen Z. Papanikolas, editor 
Utah State Historical Society, 1976 
472 pages, index; $7.50 

It is easy to think of 
Utah as a place 
sociologically apart 
from other areas of the 
United States. In many 
ways it is unique in its 
peculiar socio-religious 
composition-Mormon 
vs. Gentile, "saint" vs. 

"liberal," and a host of other 
dichotomous characterizations that 
rise out of the fact that Mormons 
predominate in the state. Indeed, as 
Dean May maintains in an article soon 
to be published in the Harvard 
Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups, 
the Mormons in themselves constitute 
a legitimate ethnic community. But a 
close examination of Utah's social 
make-up quickly reveals a vast 
landscape of divergent ethnicities and 
a cultural diffusion that frequently 
cuts across the often ill-defined 
Mormon-Gentile boundary. 

Utah has a unique 
SOC~O-religious 
composibon. 

Consequent1~~ The a 
Utah State Historical Society 
Bicentennial publication, was long 
overdue and represents a valuable 
contribution, both historically and 
sociologicallyf to an understanding 
Utah's demographic and cultural 
proportions. 

The volume is capably edited by 
Helen Z. Papanikolas, long a student 

of Utah ethnicity. It combines the 
talents of eighteen authors, most of 
them members of the particular 
groups about which they write. 
Beginning with three brief essays 
dealing with Utah's Native-American 
heritage and ending with a detailed 
social history of 'The Spanish 
speaking people of utah,- the book 

"The Pe0pks of Utah 
. . . demands the 
attention of anyone 

to 

complexities of life in 
Utah." 

every and 
ethnic group of 
proportions that has had a part in the 
state's history, with the notable and 

of the Basques 
and the Northern Shoshones. 

Papanikolas has contributed an article 
on the Greeks in Utah and also 
collaborated with Alice Kasai in 
examining the Japanese life in Utah. 
Other contributors range from 
professional historians such as Davis 
Bitton and F I O Y ~  O'Neil to writers 
trained in literature and journalism 
like William Mulder and Jack 
Goodman. In almost every case, 
Papanikolas selected experts who 
understand the groups with which 
they deal. Notable among these are 
Phillip Notarianni, Joseph 
Stipanovich, and Ronald G. Coleman, 
a historian at the University of Utah 
who has immersed himself for several 
years in the study of what he calls in 
the book "Blacks in Utah History: An 
Unknown Legacy." An additionally 
appropriate selection along these lines 
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man of distinction. It is a little difficult 
to determine to what audience the 
book was directed. While scholars will 
find unnecessary the accounts of 
historical events about which Hinckley 
possessed little special knowledge 
(e.g.,, the choice of the Democratic 
Party's vice-presidential candidate in 
1960), the general reader will probably 
learn more than he really wants to 
know about relief measures in the 
1930s or contract settlement at the end 
of World War 11. 

'Very few of Utah's 
native sons have 
compiled such an 
outstanding record of 
service. " 

For the most part, it is evident that 
the editors did their homework and 
put Mr. Hinckley's papers to good use 
in reconstructing his story, but a few 
factual errors remain: The Texas 
Congressman who first brought 
Lyndon Johnson to Washington was 
named Kleberg, not ~ l ~ b ~ ~ t ;  lohnson 
was leader in the 1950s, not 
Democratic whip of the Senate; and at 
one point (page 83) the implication 
seems to be that the Second World 
War began in Europe in the spring of 
1939 rather than on September 1. 
There are a few typographical errors 
but not so many as to be distracting. 
We suspect that the author 
occasionally indulged in 
namedropping, but hearing first-hand 
about his dealings with Fiorello 
LaGuardia, Lucius Clay, Jimmy 
Doolittle, James Forrestal, Jesse Jones, 
Elmer Davis, and a score of other 
important historical personages is half 
the fun. 

Hinckley is not reluctant to tell you 
where he stood concerning the events 
he witnessed and that may constitute 
the most valuable part of this work. 
He was a Democrat all his life 
"because Democrats were for people," 
while "Republicans were in favor of 
things-things like high tariffs to 
protect business." Some readers may 
take issue with his assertion on two 
separate occasions that "Roosevelt and 
Hopkins together are the reason 
America didn't go communistic. 

Moreover, the book is marked by a 
problem common to most Salt 
Lake-area writers who tend to believe 
that the rest of the state is unworthy 
of their attention and that Salt Lake 
City and its environs are Utah. The 
Peoples of Utah, while not as blatant in 
this regard as some writing (Utah 
Holiday magazine, for example), tends 

equate in the city 
with that in the rest of the state, 
which is nonsense, of course, however 
much various ethnic groups have 
congregated in the Salt Lake area. The 
neglect of Ogden, perhaps the most 
cosmopolitan city in the state outside 
of Salt Lake City, is an example of 
this. 

Despite these few shortcomings, The 
Peoples of Utah is a book that should 
occupy a place on the bookshelf of 
every conscientious citizen of the 
state. As Melvin Steinfield pointed out 
in his Crack in the Melting Pot, various 
ethnic groups must either come to a 
position of understanding, 
appreciation, and-cooperation in 
America or we must consign ourselves 
to the spiraling turmoils of racism and 
discrimination that "have brought us 
to the brink of self-destruction, 
face-to-face with the greatest 
challenges of our conscience as well as 
our survival." In Utah, with its truly 
unique ethnic heritage, this warning 
and this book go a long way toward 
helping us interpret the progress of all 
the Peoples of Utah. 

Gene A. Sessions 
Gene Sessions teaches history at Weber State 
College in Ogden, Utah. 

I'd Rather Be Born Than Rich: 
The Autobiography of 
Robert H. Hinckley 
By Robert H. Hinckley and 
JoAnn Jacobsen Wells 
Brigham Young University Press 
No. 7 Charles Redd Monographs 
in Western History, 1977 
160 pages, $4.95 

By any reckoning, 
Robert H. Hinckley is a 
remarkable man. Very 
few of Utah's native 
sons have compiled 
such an outstanding 
record of service in so 
many different areas- 
business, agriculture, 
education, and perhaps 

most notably, government service and 
politics. Certainly his story deserves to 
be told. Despite the title, a great deal 
more than mere luck was responsible 
for Hinckley's successes and his 
community and his country have been 
richer for his contributions. 

This volume recounts Hinckley's 
origins from Mormon pioneer stock in 

utah, his early life in prove 
and education at  Brigham Young High 
School, and his courtship and 
mamage of Abrelia Clarissa Seely. He 
served a mission to Germany (where 
he met another young Utahn named 
Mamner Eccles), taught in North 
Sanpete High School, opened an 
automobile dealership, and was 
elected to the state legislature at the 
age of twenty-eight. Two years later 
he was elected mayor of ~ t .  pleasant. 

The most significant part of the book 
for historians begins with the Great 
Depression and Hinckley,s move to 
the nation's capital to do his part in 
the relief effort of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's "New Deal." Hinckley 
became Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Air in 1940, playing an 
important role in the building of 
Washington's His 
efforts also helped give thousands of 
young men rudimentary trainingt 
anticipating the mobilization of the 
country's aviation resources prior to 
World War II. 

Other significant government and 
private sector service in the early 
1940s prepared him for his part with 
Ed Noble in the early 50s, in the 
creation of the ABC television 
network. His interest in the political 
arena spurred him to establish the 
nonpartisan Hinckley Institute of 
Politics at the University of Utah in 
1966. In fact, the scope and diversity 
of Robert Hinckley's undertakings 
make it impossible to do him justice in 
a brief recapitulation. 

But saying that Hinckley is a 
remarkable man is not quite the same 
as saying this is a remarkable book. To 
the contrary, this seventh number in 
the Charles Redd Monographs in 
Western History has several 
shortcomings that demand comment. 
The prose style is uneven and 
awkward in places; the tone often 
resembles a kind of rambling oral 
history memoir rather than the 
polished writing we might expect of a 
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During the Hoover Administration, 
the American populace was ready to 
go communistic." But few will quarrel 
with his conclusion that "political 
wallflowers don't make our democracy 
work" and that the best way to 
improve the system is, in Harry 
Truman's words, "to improve the 
breed" of politicians. That much 
Robert Hinckley seems to have tried 
very hard to do, and if this book 
inspires more people, young or old, to 
emulate his example of public service, 
it will have been well worth the effort. 

F .  Alan Coombs 
DR. F. ALLAN COOMBS IS on the faculty of the 
University of Utah Currently he IS a vlsltlng 
professor of history at the University of Hawau 

Betrayed by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
By Ron Carlson 
W. W. Norton, 1977 $7.60 

ED By No, this is not a novel 
from a recently 
discovered manuscript 

p of F. Scott Fitzgerald. 
a Notice, there is no I . - V  - comma after the 

ki@ijkm Betrayed in the title. 
4% @ What it is is the story 

11 nmt:I In IIII~II:IIFIUIII of a rather unlikely 
hero named Lany Boosinger who, 
struck by what he considers to be the 
silliness and hypocrisy of the graduate 

scene (where he is a teaching 
assistant), climbs into his old truck 
and heads for bohemia where "all that 
glitters should be gold" and where he 
hopes to get some serious writing 
done. 

What may be of particular interest to 
this audience is the fact that the novel 
takes place in Utah. The author, Ron 
Carlson, is a graduate of the 
University of Utah where his hero, 
Boosinger, presumably attends. Most 
of us are aware of a number of books, 
from Mark Twain's Roughing It to 
Scowcraft's The Ordeal of Dudley D a n ,  
which humorously and/or 
stereotypically portray Mormondom as 
sort of a homogenized never-never 
land. Carlson, however, does not feel 
compelled to comment at all on the 
Mormon Church or the Mormon 
culture. Boosinger seems to be 
involved in the larger issues of life. 

He is a Fitzgerald fan and 
consequently looks for Romance, for 

what life can be instead of what it is. 
He says that people should try to be 
the best or the worst, partly because 
the middle ground is so crowded. 
Boosinger and his roommate, Eldon 
Robinson-Duff, an amazingly 
perceptive Vietnam Veteran who 
wears a football helmet to conceal a 
war injury to his head, seek solace 
and meaning in old songs and old 
movies, cheap gnger ale, and fishing 
in the Uinta Mountains. 

In bohemia, Larry is beset by nothing 
but block and the unwanted 
advances of a female acquaintance. 
SO, in search of the pure life, he 
returns to the Salt Lake Valley, this 
time to an area south of Draper where 
he gets a job at the Flying W gas 
station. 

Just when Larry his life was 
turning out like a boring grade B 
movie, it suddenly begins to look like 
an exciting grade B movie. He 
becomes innocently connected to the 
nefarious and illegal actions of the 
owner of the Flying W and is sent to 
the Utah State Penitentiary. Here he 
spends his time working on the 
gardening detail, playing baseball on 
the prison team and planning an 
escape for himself and his teammates. 

On the night of their getaway, the 
men run across the playing field and 
begin helping each other scale the 
wall that separates them 
freedom. They must be careful not to 
be spotted the beam light that 
sweeps the prison grounds from the 
lookout tower. While the rest of the 
men manage the 
and the injured team pitcher slump 
against the inside of the wall, unable 

'%on Cadson has 
written an excellent 
first novel. " 

to climb. The beam of light sweeps 
across them at least forty times, but 
Larry no longer pays it any mind. 

'land up  straight taking 
their time, ascend the wall. 

"Sitting on top, straddling that long 
horse, I looked back at the beam mad 
as I could be. Can you believe thlngs 
are like thls in our prisons in the 

United States of America today? 
No one was watching." 

Ron Carlson has written an excellent 
first novel. His lucid and amusing 
style portrays Larry Boosinger as a 
man who could be anything. A man, 
however, you can't help but like. 
Written in first person, the narrative 
moves at an astounding rate. But 
don't read too fast-thenvise, you'll 
miss some of the delightful bantering! 
and musings, the incisive 
characterizations, and clever turns of 
phrase. 

Larry escapes from prison, and with 
the help of his friend, Eldon, clears 
his name and brings the owner of the 
Flying W to justice in a heroic scene 
that culminates at a demolition derby, 
complete with a daring race, a 
heart-stopping crash, and a rescue by 
the police. 

F. Scott really didn't betray Larry 
Boosinger. He merely misled him. Life 
does have its moments of perfection 
and rOmance in the company of good 
friends and good fortune-and in this 
case, a good book. 

Linwood E .  Rich 

LINWOOD E. RICH IS a free-lance wnter and 
student at the University of Utah. 

THEATER 

Liberty Jail, book and lyrics by Orson 
Scott Card, music by C. Michael 
Peny, presented 9 Feb.-11 Mar. 1978 
at the Valley Center Theatre, Provo, 
Utah. 

The temptation to try to hit the 
jackpot with a popular Mormon 
musical appears almost too much for 
our Mormon playwrights to resist in 
the wake of Saturday's Warrior and M y  
 urn on Earth. 
Orson Scott Card has given in to this 
temptation following his valiant Stone 
Tables and his charmingly successful 
Father, Mother, Mother, and Mom. This 
time, however, he picked an 
inappropriate vehicle for a musical. 

The original version of Liberty Jail, 
which had no music, was produced at 
Mills' Barn in Provo in 1976. It enticed 
us to think and feel through some of 
the prophet Joseph Smith's internal 
struggles during the long confinement 
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with his counselors, ambitious Sidney 
Rigdon, loyal Hyrum, and others. 

That long-ago production made up in 
moving, natural dialogue and solid 
human insight (gifts which Card 
seems to be refining beautifully) for a 
lack of theatrical tautness (which 
continues to plague him, though he 
seemed to be getting a good hold on it 
in Father, Mother, Mother, and Mom). 
We experienced what good theatre, 
felt through to the very end, should do 
for us. Even the near zero production 
budget was no bamer. 
The new musical version is another 
matter. It is, of course, laudable that 
Card was willing to let a substantially 
less experienced colleague, a 
composer, sharpen his teeth on his 
work. Gratefully, he also has the 
courage and humility to bring his 
plays O U ~  in the open, SO that both he 
and we can better feel and learn. 
The sadness lies in disturbing a 
well-crafted work by adding less 
well-crafted lyrics and music which 
seem to be stuck abruptly into an 
already jittery dramatic line. The 
original was far superior. The 
medium-without music-was more 
appropriate to the nature of the 
message; can you imagine Fires of the 
Mind as a musical? To fit sopranos 
into the show in order to make a more 
interesting vocal ensemble strained 
the story line into awkward 
artificiality, and one suspects that 
Card should have spent his time on 
tightening and heightening the 
original script rather than on trying to 
integrate it with this rather flat, 
uninventive musical score. 
After all, Saturday's Warrior was not 
the play in Utah. Fires of 
the Mind, Huebener, and Card's own 
The *postate played to standing room 

audiences at BWf and of 
them were musicals. 

Nor did the modest Valley Center 
Theatre production transcend the 
problems of the script and scoring. 
There was occasionally an honest 
moment, particularly with the 
character roles, which usually have an 
easier time of it, and especially from 
young Alex MacRae, played by Arlen 
Card, the playwright's youngest 
brother. But the most honest, 
touching, moments came from the 
script itself, often in spite of 
superficial delivery. 

What can be done with such a 
promising script-that failed to keep 
its promise? Revise it again; leave out 
the music (it offends); and then have 
it directed sensitively, with an 
adequate produdion in a 
better facility. It deserves better-the 
basic is 'ght and and 
powe*l. 
And then, if Card must write a 

popular Mormon musical to cash in on 
the lucrative Saturday's Warrior 
audience, let him choose a different 
topic--and find a composer who can 
match his script. There are some in the 
Church. 

Clayne R o b i m  
C L A W  ROBISON is artistic director of the 
BW Music Theater, where he has produced 
classics and modem operas with enviable 
success. 
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8ciations 
MHA 

The 1978 convention of the Mormon 
History Association will be held on 
the Utah State University campus in 
Logan, Utah, May 5-7. Papers will be 
presented on B. H. l30be* as 
historian, the role of Joseph Smith in 
America religious history* the 
influence of secular and international 
trends on historical writing, a study of 
Lucy Mack Smith's history, and a 
panel discussion on book reviewing. 
Mormon economic history will be 
treated in Papers on Brigham Young 
and Heber J. Grant as businessmen, 
Utah's early silk industry, early LDS 
welfare activities, and the 
demography of Cache Valley. Also 
scheduled are papers on millennialism 
during the 186Os, the early 
Reorganized Church, Christian 
socialists among the Mormons, the 
polygamy missions of the 1850s, the 
Jaffa colony, strains in anti-Mormon 
society, women's history, the 
Momsites, and visual images of 
Mormonism. 

May 5 bus transportation will be 
offered from Provo, Salt Lake City, 
and Ogden, with commentators on 
board. Stops will be made at Willard 
to view historic stone houses, and at 
Brigham City for box lunch and a 
short session on temple architecture in 
the Brigham City Tabernacle. After 
opening sessions and a barbecued 

steak dinner at Logan that evening, 
James Arrington will present his 
delightful one-man show, 
Brother Brigham." 

All interested in Mormon history 
are invited to attend. For registration 
materials call or write Lany C. 
Porter, P.O. Box 7010, Provo, Utah 
84602 (801-374-1211 ext. 3691). 

AMCAP 
The Association of Mormon 

and 
(AMCAP) holds regular meetings 
relating to psychological services in 
Mormonism. Those interested should 
'Ontact C-273 ASB* 
BW, Provo, Utah 84602 for specifics 
about upcoming meetings. 
ALMA 
The Los Angeles chapter of Associated 
Latter-day Media Artists, will hold 
their annual banquet April 28. A 
fireside in the Glendale Center 
Theater is planned for April 30. 

ALMA recently organized chapters 
in Utah and Washington, D.C. The 
Utah chapter plans a mid-March 
fireside. An ALMA member roster is 
available through any of the three 
chapters. For more information, 
contact Gordon Jump in Los Angeles 
(246-3779), Mike Helmantoler in 
Washington, D.C. (588-4683), or 
Robert Starling in Salt Lake City 
(363-2040). Or write ALMA, P.O. Box 
3732, Hollywood, California 90028. 




