
THIS SIDE OF THE TRACTS 

By Samuel W. Taylor 

Was there something I'd missed? Yes, the temple 
experience was fulfilling-but the ordeal of getting there 

- and back was something else. 

k OR A HUNDRED and ten years after 
Sam Brannan founded the first Mormon col- 
ony in the West, California Saints had no 
temple. With the completion of the trans- 
continental railroad in 1869, temple excur- 
sions began with groups of the devout going 
to the Endowment House in Salt Lake. By the 
time the Salt Lake Temple was dedicated in 
1893, some excursion buffs would visit it, St. 
George, Manti, and Logan temples in one 
trip. 

After the Los Angeles Temple was dedi- 
cated in 1956, the excursion from the San 
Francisco Bay area was more convenient. By 
this time my ever-loving wife Gay and I were 
turning gray, but by the same token we'd 
been married long enough to want it to last, 
so we joined an excursion from Redwood 
City to Los Angeles. 

SAMUEL W TAYLOR is the author ojNightfall 
at Navoo. 

On an unforgettable Friday night, we 
boarded the chartered bus. Being polite, I 
didn't join the rush for seats and ended up 
alone on the wide rear seat, which was up- 
holstered with plastic slick as ice. Besides 
that, the bus had square wheels, a leak in the 
exhaust system, and, I suspected, no springs. 
So as the noxious fumes filled the air, I slid 
back and forth on the seat as the bus lurched 
around the curves. 

After a couple of hours of torture, the 
passengers began screaming. I almost joined 
in when I realized [hat they were singing. Not 
that it was keeping me awake-I hadn't 
closed my eyes-but exactly what was there 
to sing about, for heaven's sake? Or was it 
whistling past the graveyard? 

Many long and painful hours later, while 
still dark, the bus stopped for breakfast. I felt 
the seat of my pants before getting off to 
make sure I hadn't worn holes in them. And 
then, inside the cafe, ah! the delicious smell 
of coffee. However. the more luscious the 

aroma, the worse the tantalizing torment of 
not having any. While I had a doctor's pre- 
scription for coffee, it hardly seemed the time 
and place to take my medicine. But how, I 
wondered, surveying the happy throng, 
could these people really enjoy hotcakes and 
syrup with nothing to drink except cold 
water-in fact, with a cube of ice in the 
glass? My admiration for their fortitude was 
matched by my self-pity. 

We arrived at the temple with two hours 
to spare before it opened. Ah, the blessed 
relief. Now I had the entire rear seat to 
stretch out and sleep. 

"All out!" bawled the heartless driver. So 
we lined up at the temple door in the thin 
chill of the morning smog, waiting, while 
our arches sagged and veins swelled. No- 
body said anything; we were too numb. 

Finally, the doors opened. "This line for 
the living," the lady said, "and this line for 
the dead." 

"Which one," Gay muttered, "for the half- 
dead?" 

Well, the ceremony was every bit as spiri- 
tually fulfilling as others had said it would 
be. Yet I must admit that while facing the 
prospect of the return trip, I felt like the 
condemned man eating a hearty last break- 
fast. 

We were seated the same on the return 
trip, with me on that devilishly slick rear 
seat: the same square wheels, bad springs, 
and fumes; the same shuttlecock ride and the 
same singing. But one good thing, it didn't 
last all night. We arrived at Redwood City 
about one A.M. 

I tottered to church next morning with 
my eyes full of sand and rust in my joints. To 
my astonishment, I found my fellow excur- 
sionists chattering like magpies with ecstacy. 
What an absolutely wonderful trip! They'd 
enjoyed every single minute of it! My good- 
ness, we must do it again! Somebody actu- 
ally began lining up people for an excursion 
the following month. 

I was baffled, boggled, and bewildered. 
How could this be? How could they all be so 
bright-eyed and bushy-tailed? Were they 
made of sterner stuff than I was? Was there 
something I'd missed? I just couldn't under- 
stand it. Yes, the temple experience was ful- 
filling-but the ordeal of getting there and 
back was something else. 

I awakened in the night, and, thinking 
back, found the answer to the puzzle. Re- 
viewing my heritage, everything fell into 
place. My grandfather converted during the 
Kirtland period, then went through the per- 
secution and expulsion from Missouri. At 
Nauvoo, the escalating hostility was cli- 
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maxed by the martyrdom of the Prophet at 
Carthage Jail, during which John Taylor re- 
ceived five bullets. Then again in Utah the 
opposition grew until he went underground 
for the final two-and-a-half years of his life. 
And he died with a price on his head. 

My parents went through a time of ex- 
treme pressures. My mother was alternately 
a lady of position as the wife of a high 
Church official, then she was in hiding under 
an assumed name. She became so well 
known by the underground name that she 
used it the remainder of her life. After her 
husband's premature death, she and his 
other five wives raised their large families 
without a single word of complaint. They 
had dedicated their lives to the Principle, 
which wasn't supposed to be easy It was 
indeed the furnace of adversity, designed to 
bum the dross from the gold. And I am 
convinced that each and every one of them 
proved to be solid gold. 

As I lay there in the night, all this ex- 
plained the stars in the eyes of those who had 
gone on the temple excursion. The trip was 
of enormous value, something to be treas- 
ured, not despite the hardships, but because 
of them. They had paid a stiff price for the 
experience, and the higher the price, the 
more valuable the rewards. 

I realized that I hadn't reacted to the ex- 
cursion as had the others because it was, for 
me, a first trip. The others were old-time 
excursionists who knew how to appraise its 
worth; in fact several had made the Utah 
temples circuit tour. I remembered a similar 
trauma back during World War 11, when I 
walked away from a bomber crash that killed 
two men. The shock-we called it flak- 
happy in the Air Force-left me shaken, 
trembling, teeth chattering; but as it went 
away it was replaced by a golden euphoria. 
It happened two days before Christmas, and 
my Christmas present was the gift of life. I 
saw everything with new eyes. Though I'd 
been based in London more than a year, now 
I walked the streets as an explorer. I greeted 
friends with new love and appreciation. The 
birds in Hyde Park sang as they never had 
sung before. I was bom again. 

Deja vu. As the trauma of the temple 
excursion went away, the same golden 
euphoria filled me to overflowing. Instead of 
a horror story, I saw the excursion to L.A. as 
high comedy Hey, I thought, I'd better sign 
up for the excursion next month-and make 
sure I get a front seat on the bus. 

Old-timers of the Redwood City Ward still 
treasure the memory of the temple excursions. 
Today, with the Oakland Temple only an hour 
away, somehow it just isn't the same. B 
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Reviewed by I 

STAN LAmONIS Prisoner for Polygamy 
joins David and Roy Hoopes's 1990 work 
Tl~e  Making of a Momon Apostle: The Stoly of 
Rudger CZalvson and Larson's editorial work A 
Ministry of Meetings: The Apostolic Diary of 
Rudger Clamon in illuminating the here- 
tofore largely overlooked life of Rudger 
Clawson. Clawson's life is an interesting 
study for a number of reasons. First, his 
prominent position as president of the Quo- 
rum of Twelve Apostles for twenty-two years 
left him just a heartbeat away from the 
Church presidency Second, Clawson was 
the first polygamist tried, convicted, and 
sentenced for polygamy and cohabitation 
under the infamous Edmunds Act. Sen- 
tenced to prison at the age of twenty-seven, 
he was thirtv at the time of his release and 
had senred longer than any other convicted 
polygamist. And third, Clawson was a 
prominent member of the Church hierarchy 
who married a post-Manifesto plural wife. 

As a convicted polygamist, Clawson re- 
mained dedicated to plural marriage. His 
commitment to the "principle," and the sig- 
nificance of Mormon polygamy, was a major 
theme of his prison memoirs and letters. 
Considering his jail sentence as a "mission to 
the penitentiary" (6), Clawson proclaimed, 

-- - - -  
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"As I emerged from the prison walls my faith 
in the principle of plural marriage was just as 
firm and unshaken as when I enteredn (15). 

The volume is divided into two sections. 
The first consists of the prison memoirs; the 
second contains a selection of Clawson's 
prison letters to his plural wife Lydia 
Spencer. Larson demonstrates his prodigious 
research in examining additional contempo- 
rary documents and skillfully uses these 
sources in the introduction and endnotes to 
clarify ambiguities, rectify errors, and pro- 
vide the reader with the pertinent historical 
context. 

Larson's stated goal was to present the 
memoirs as Clawson intended. As such he 
meticulously scrutinizes all manuscript ver- 
sions, highlighting changes from earlier 
manuscripts, and pointing out anachronisms 
and inaccuracies. Larson acknowledges the 
concerns of editing a memoir, as the author's 
self-image and perception of events changed 
over time. Nevertheless, the memoirs are 
valuable in relating the interaction between 
Clawson and other Mormon officials, in 
dealing with prison phenomena such as an 
execution, the inevitable "sweat box" where 
Clawson was once confined for disciplinary 
purposes, and the personal and emotional 
issues faced when prisoners are separated 
from spouses and families. 

The memoirs detail the poor living condi- 
tions and the persistently bad food, de- 
scribed by Clawson as "stale meat and 
maggoty soup" (73), which he regarded with 
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suspicion and invariably subjected to "a 
close inspection before partaking" (58). Also 
exhibited are the difficulties of dealing with 
prison employees and the warden, and the 
intricate planning needed to smuggle out 
letters and journals without detection. Al- 
though Clawson and others found ingenious 
ways to pass their communications to the 
outside, their actions underscore the dilfi- 

culty of maintaining confidence that journals 
and letters would remain unmolested. 

While incarcerated, Clawson became 
closely associated with prominent Mormon 
prisoners such as Angus M. Cannon, Parley 
E? Pratt Jr., and Abraham H. Cannon. Of 
particular significance was the relationship 
that developed between Clawson and Apos- 
tle Lorenzo Snow. Clawson had great admi- 

ration for Snow, who had suffered persecu- 
tion during the early days of the Church, 
and, at seventy-two, was now called to "enter 
a loathsome prison for conscience sake" 
(127). Clawson relates how he and other 
Mormon prisoners discussed theology and 
doctrine with the apostle for hours at a time. 
Clawson considered "those hours-passed 
in prison-as among the most profitable of 
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my. life" (128). 
The admiration was not one-sided. Snow 

nominated Clawson to receive his second 
anointing soon after Clawson's release from 
prison, and within a month Clawson was 
made a stake president. Apostle Snow also 
frequently visited the bookkeeping classes 
taught by Clawson. Clawson believed it was 

THE MESSIAH DEVELOPMENTS IN EARLIEST 
JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY 

edited by James Charlesworth 
Fortress Press, 1992 
597 pages, $40.00 

Snow's visits to these classes that led to his 
(Clawson's) membership in the Church 
auditing committee (137). Later, during 
Snow's administration, Clawson was called 
to be an avostle. 

Larson includes seventeen letters from 
Clawson to his plural wife Lydia Spencer. 
Although he does not indicate how many 
letters he viewed. and on what basis the 
selection was made. the letters reveal an in- 
tense love and devotion to Lydia, to the 
Church, and to the institution of polygamy 
These letters impart Clawson's recumng cer- 

Reviewed by Stephen E. Thompson 

T H I S  BOOK REPRESENTS the pub- 
lished proceedings ol a symposium held at 
Princeton Theological Seminary in October 
1987. Twenty-five distinguished scholars 

messiah who would deliver them from Ro- 
man occupation, they failed to recognize 
how the life, ministry, and death and resur~ 

tainty that "we have been faithful to thegreat 
principle which will exalt us in the presence 
of God" (170). 

Clawson's success as tutor to the warden's rection of Jesus fulfilled these prophecies.2 
two children allowed him the privilege of presented papers examining "the concept of 

the Messiah and related figures in first-cen- 
tury Judaism and earliest Christianity, with 

The historical evidence, however, does not 
support this reconstruction (4-5). 

The word "messiah means anointed. In 
the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament), prophets, 
priests, and kings are referred to as having 
been anointed (39-40). In chapter 5, S. Tal- 

securing "private" meetings with Lydia. His 
letters divulge that these visits included the 
opportunity for conjugal relations, and Lydia 
became pregnant during one of their meet- 
ings (176). The letters to Lydia also reveal the 

concentration especially on ~alestinian phe- 
nomena" (xiv). The contributions are 
grouped into six sections: an introduction by 
the editor; "Messianic Ideas and the Hebrew 
Scriptures"; "Messianology in Early Judaism 
and Early Rabbinics"; " 'Messianism' in Social 
Contexts and in Philo"; " 'The Messiah' and 
Jesus of Nazarethn; and " 'The Messiah,' 'The 
Christ,' and the New Testament." One par- 
ticipant at the symposium noted that "the 

difficult emotional tensions faced by a plural 
wife. Since Clawson's first wife divorced him 
while he was in prison, should he and Lydia 
remarry legally, as Lydia seems to suggest, so 
as to make her a legal wife? What will the 

mon suggests that the ritual of anointing 
kings "was the formal expression of approval 
of the 'anointed' by representatives of the 
religious-cultic echelons of the society- 
prophet or priest, and by 'the people[']-in 

community think of her pregnancy in the 
midst of Clawson's years in prison? What 
legal rights will her children have? What 
would her status be should Clawson marry 

whatever composition, representing the 
body politic 'in toto' " (89). It may come as a 
surprise to many Latter-day Saints to learn conference made available an enormous 

amount of data that will not easily yield to 
systematic organization" (459). I will never- 
theless attempt to present some of the infor- 
mation found in this volume that I believe 

that of the thirty-nine occurrences of the 
someone else legally, thus keeping Lydia on Hebrew word for messiah in the Hebrew 
the margin of society? By addressing real 
problems faced by polygamous families, the 
letters provide an intimate view of the inner 
thoughts, concerns, and emotions of those 
affected during this difficult period. 

Bible, none refers to "an expected figure of 
the future whose coming will coincide with 

should be of particular interest to Latter-day the inauguration of an era of salvation" (39). 
Saints. 

For Latter-day Saints, the concept of the 
Messiah begins in pre-mortal life when the 
plan of salvation was established, which 

The nominalized adjective always, with the 
exception of the Persian king Cyrus in Isaiah 
45:15, refers to the contemporary Israelite 
king (39). In fact, one of the unanimous 
conclusions reached at the symposium was 
that "the term and title 'Messiah' in the He- 

The in-depth view of this volume is a rich 
contributionto the study of nineteenth-cen- 
tury Utah prison life and plural mamage, called for Jesus to be born into mortality as 
attesting to the intensity of belief in the "prin- 
ciple" by these early western pioneers. 
Rudger Clawsank memoirs and letters leave 

the Messiah who would atone for the sins of 
the world. Adam knew ol the future coming 
of the Messiah, as did all of the prophets 
from his time onward, and their writings 
include prophecies, sometimes detailed, 
about his lire and mission.' It is commonly 

brew Bible refers to a present, political and 
religious leader who is appointed by GCod" 
(xv), and not an expected figure of the fu- 
ture. According to Charlesworth, "the term 
'the Messiah' (note the presence of the defi- 

no doubt as to the fervor of Mormons' con- 
viction that as a people they were "struggling 
to introduce and maintain, in opposition to 
the whole world, one of the most glorious 
principles ever revealed from heaven" (169). 
As such, Larson's work is a valuable addition 
to the study of the Church's "peculiar institu- 

taught that because the Jews of Palestine in 
the first century were looking for a political 

nite article) simply dods not appear in the 
Hebrew Scriptures" (1 1). 

If the Hebrew Bible does not record any 
expectations of "the Messiah," when did the STEPHEN E. THOMPSON received his 

doctorate in Egyptology from Brown University. 
He lives in Provirlence, Rhode Island. 

tion." heightening our insight into the Mor- 
mon pioneer heritage. P 

idea originate? Charlesworth notes that the 
earliest "explicit use of the terminus techni- 
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the silence of the Synoptic tradition is strik- 
ing." He concludes that "the fact that no such 
claim is remembered suggests at least an 
unwillingness on the part of Jesus to associ- 
ate his mission with that particular role" 
(375, see also 9, 12, 402). When Peter as- 
cribed the title of messiah to Jesus (Mark 
8:27-33), Jesus is shown reacting ambiva- 
lently, "neither welcoming or denying the 
confession" (375, see also 12, n. 25). 

Not only were there no normative func- 
tions for Jesus to fulfill, thereby allowing 
people to recognize him as the Messiah, but 
his ultimate fate made that identification ex- 
tremely difficult. Charlesworth notes that 
"there is no evidence that Jews during the 
time of Jesus considered that God's Messiah 
would come and suffer" (8). There is no 
evidence of a tradition that would allow for 
a crucified messiah (33). Even the resurrec- 
tion is not indicative of Jesus' messiahship, 
since "post-mortem appearances, an empty 
tomb, and assumption to heaven were not 
aspects of messianic ideology" (390). 

So how is it that Jesus came to be known 
as the Messiah? This is one of the thorniest 
problems dealt with in the book, and there is 
no simple or generally agreed-upon answer 
to this question. Dunn remarks that appar- 
ently 'Jesus was as much shaping the messi- 
anic ideas of the time as being shaped by 
them" (381). D. E. Aune notes that "the 
meaning of the title Messiah or Ch~istos when 
applied to Jesus . . . was determined primar- 
ily by Christian conceptions of Jesus rather 
than by conventional Jewish messianic no- 
tions" (410, emphasis in original). In apply- 
ing the title of messiah to Jesus, his followers 
were adapting and revising an existent title 
by searching the Hebrew Bible for proof texts 
that would support this identification (41 1). 
This procedure involved taking passages of 
scripture that, in their original context, had 
nothing to do with a messiah (how could 
they, since the concept did not exist when 
most of the Hebrew Bible was created?) and 
applying them to a new context. Again, Aune 
notes that "the church . . . tried to revise the 
Jewish conception ol the Messiah by arguing 
from O r  proof texts that both suffering and 
death were integral aspects of the divinely 
ordained role of the Messiahn (410-1 1). The 
resurrection of Jesus seems to have served as 
one of the major motivating factors in this 
transformation. Earliest Palestinian Chris- 
tians held "the conviction that through his 
resurrection, understood as his exaltation 
and enthronement at the right hand of God, 
Jesus had become both Lord . . . and Messiah 
(404, emphasis added). This is an idea not 
well-known in Latter-day Saint circles, al- 

though it is attested in the New Testament. 
Most members of the Church are only ac- 
quainted with Conception Christology, 
which maintains that Jesus was sired by God, 
and are unaware that, in "one of the oldest 
confessions in the New Testament [Romans 
1:3-41," we read 'Jesus Christ, descended 
from the seed of David, appointed as Son of 
God since his resurrection from the deadn 
(437, emphasis added). M. Hengel notes 
that, "according to [this passage] Jesus, the 
Son of David, was appointed as the Son of 

God through the resurrection" (447). Since it 
was particularly the death and resurrection 
of Jesus that ran counter to Messianic expec- 
tations, the early Christians "could not do 
otherwise than concentrate on this point that 
so radically contradicted the prevailing Jew- 
ish hope" (445-46). 

This sketch may make it appear that the 
contributors to this volume are in complete 
agreement. As one would expect, this is not 
the case. One of the areas of major disagree- 
ment is on the nature of the phrase "Son of 
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Man," that is, whether or not it designated an 
apocalyptic figure (xiv-xv, cf. 213 with 369 
and 410). Also, the eschatological nature of 
Jesus' mission long held to be evident in the 
Gospels is now being seriously questioned, 
particularly by Burton Mack and those who 
accept the interpretation of Jesus as a cynic3 
(cf. 5,372 with 192). J. J. M. Roberts argues 
that the later he . ,  post-Hebrew Bible) 
mythological conceptions of the awaited 
Messiah are due to Egyptian royal mythol- 
ogy, introduced into Israel at the time of the 
formation of the monarchy under David (43, 
5 1). He notes that the "Egyptian influence on 
the Israelite royal ceremony brought with it 
the strongly mythological language of the 
Egyptian royal protocol" and argues that 
Egypt was the source of the notion of the 
divine sonship of the Israelite king (43). 
Elsewhere, however, Egyptologist Donald 
Redford has seriously questioned the extent 
of the influence of Egyptian ideas on the 
ideology of the Israelite monarchy4 

So what is a Latter-day Saint to make of 
the information available in this volume? 
Much that it contains is incompatible with 
many of the beliefs of the Church. The fact 
that the notion of the Messiah as an eschato- 
logical figure is not attested until the first 
century B.C.E. argues against viewing the 
Book of Mormon or Book of Moses as his- 
torical texts, since in both books the view of 
the Messiah, and even the occurrence of the 
term, is decidedly anachronistic. The fact 
that the contributors to the book are not in 
total agreement might be disconcerting to 
some. Occasionally instances of disagree- 
ment among scholars are taken as an excuse 
for dismissing the critical approach to the 
scriptures entirely, and relying on an uncriti- 
cal, dogma-driven exegesk5 The issue, how- 
ever, in scripture interpretation, has been 
expressed well by Charlesworth, in another 
publication dealing wilh the topic of the 
Messiah. He wrote: 

[Olne must simply make a choice, 
either to read ancient writings so 
that they confirm one's own be- 
liefs, or to struggle with the de- 
manding task of attempting to 
discern what an author was in- 
tending to say to whom and who 
was influenced by him.' 

The choice one makes will in large meas- 
ure determine the value round in this book. 
For those interested in the historical devel- 
opment of the concept of a messiah, and its 
relationship to Christology and early Chris- 
tianity, there is no better source of informa- 
tion. For those who wish simply to find 
confirmation [hat what they already know is 

correct, this book may be profoundly dis- 
turbing. B 
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A SPECK IN TIME 

Stillness permeates 
the arid strength 
of land 
freckled with juniper 
and sage, 
powdered green 
against 
earth-red rock 
and sand. 

Massive 
and solid 
age-old sandstone, 
fragile tons 
of sedimentary rock, 
dwarf 
visitors. 

In bold 
nakedness 
stone 
stands unmoving 
and unmoved, 
where millenia 
is a moment 
and my passing 
insignificant. 
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