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DIETER F. UCHTDORF, DAVID A.
BEDNAR CALLED AS APOSTLES

TWO LDS LEADERS with broad managerial experience inside
and outside the Church have been called as junior members of
the Quorum of the Twelve, filling the vacancies left by the
passing of Elders Neal A. Maxwell and David B. Haight (see In
Memoriam reflections, pp. 10–11). 

Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf, 63, was
born in Czechoslovakia in 1940. His
family joined the LDS Church in
Zwickau, of the former German
Democratic Republic, in 1947.

Uchtdorf studied engineering,
business administration, and interna-
tional management. He joined the
German Air Force and received pilot
training in the U.S., earning his wings
as a jet fighter pilot in 1962. He later
joined Lufthansa Airlines as a pilot
and held a number of executive posi-

tions in the company, including senior vice president of flight
operations and chief pilot. In 1994, he was called to the
Second Quorum of the Seventy.

Uchtdorf is one of eleven apostles in Church history born
outside the U.S. and one of only three who grew up speaking a
language other than English (Anthon H. Lund grew up
speaking Danish, and John A. Widtsoe, Norwegian).

“This is not an American church,” Uchtdorf said during a
press conference following the announcement of his call. “It is
the Church of Jesus Christ.”

Elder David A. Bednar was born
in San Leandro, California, in 1952.
After receiving a Ph.D. in organiza-
tional behavior from Purdue
University in 1980, Bednar taught
management and business adminis-
tration at the University of Arkansas
in Fayetteville and later at Texas Tech
University. Since July 1997, he had
been serving as president of Ricks
College, where he guided the
school’s transition into a four-year
university, known today as BYU-
Idaho. He is the co-author of two books on organizational be-
havior.

J. Bonner Ritchie, a Sunstone board member, professor
emeritus of organizational behavior at BYU, and currently a
scholar-in-residence at Utah Valley State College, calls Bednar
“a very astute administrator” and “a very thoughtful, careful
scholar.” He adds, “He’s incredibly likable, not an ideologue,
very pragmatic. He crosses boundaries very well.”

Bednar, 52, is, by more than a decade, the youngest
member of the current Quorum of the Twelve.

TABERNACLE TO GET SEISMIC RETROFIT

“BUILDINGS, LIKE MEN, get old,” said President Gordon B.
Hinckley as he announced plans for extensive renovations to
the historic Mormon Tabernacle. The edifice will be closed
until mid-2006 as it undergoes a seismic upgrade. “I don’t
want anything done here that will destroy the historical aspect
of this rare gem of architecture,” Hinckley added. Some of the
most peculiar features, such as the wooden pegs and rawhide
straps will be retained, as well as the horse and cattle hair that
is mixed into the original roof plaster.

During the renovation, dressing rooms, restrooms, and a li-
brary will be added to support the 350-voice Mormon
Tabernacle Choir, whose Sunday morning television and radio
broadcasts originate from the Tabernacle. Until the Tabernacle
reopens, the choir will broadcast from the Conference Center.

Presiding Bishop H. David Burton said that no decisions
have been made regarding Tabernacle seating, currently con-
sisting of wooden benches that offer congregants little leg
room. The Tabernacle currently seats 4,500, but changes
under consideration could eliminate as many as 1,000 seats.

It is believed that Brigham Young conceived the idea for the
Tabernacle building while eating a hard-boiled egg, which he
cut through end-wise and then set up on toothpicks. Master ar-
chitect Frank Lloyd Wright called the Tabernacle “one of the ar-
chitectural masterpieces of the country and perhaps the world.”

ELDER PERRY TO PRESIDE IN EUROPE

THE FIRST PRESIDENCY announced that
Elder L. Tom Perry of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles will serve as president of the
Europe Central Area. Elder Perry is the third
apostle to be assigned as area president and
sent outside the U.S. Elders Dallin H. Oaks
and Jeffrey R. Holland recently completed
similar assignments in the Philippines and Chile, respectively.

This assignment has led some observers to speculate that
Perry’s appointment could be related to his highly unusual and
informal talk at the Idaho Kuna Stake conference last March.
During his remarks, Elder Perry reflected on the varied per-
sonalities of the Church’s apostles, reportedly joking that al-
though President Boyd K. Packer is a very loving man, Elder
Perry has taken upon himself to kick President Packer in the
shins on those occasions when Packer becomes irate (see
SUNSTONE, May 2004, pp. 76–77).

While Elders Oaks and Holland had been assigned to de-
veloping countries where the Church is experiencing spectac-
ular growth, Elder Perry was assigned to Europe, where
Church growth is comparatively insignificant. Elders Oaks
and Holland are relatively junior apostles, occupying (until re-
cently) positions six and eleven in the Quorum; Elder Perry is
the most senior member of the Quorum after President
Packer.
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DDeecceeaasseedd..  WILLIAM BENNION (WILL) QUIST,
age 42, LDS bookseller and Sunstone volunteer,
on 4 October from brain tumors. After a mission
to Coventry, England, Will enjoyed a career cen-
tered on the written word, working as an editor in

the Church Education System and then as a used and rare
book buyer for Benchmark Books before opening his own
small bookshop, Alpha Books. For several years, Will au-
thored the regular SUNSTONE book column, “Recently
Released,” and was a stalwart Sunstone volunteer until just
this past year due to rapidly deteriorating health. Will is the
son of Bill Quist and SUNSTONE associate editor and office
manager, Carol Quist. Will and Elsa Quist have six children.

DDeecceeaasseedd..  CHRIS KEMP, age 45, on 27 July, after
living with colon cancer for more than four years.
Chris grew up and lived most of his life in Logan,
Utah. After obtaining an MBA from Northeastern
University, Chris worked in finance and marketing
for several corporations. A long-time SUNSTONE reader, after
moving to Ogden Chris became a wonderful, dependable
Sunstone volunteer, helping out whenever we called. A reg-
ular symposium attendee, in 2002 he was finally persuaded to
speak, giving a very moving response to the paper, “The
Eternal Value of Hardship and Tragedy: Another Take on Why
God Lets Bad Things Happen to Good People.” Chris is sur-
vived by his wife, Kimberly, and their four daughters.

DDeecceeaasseedd. ARTHUR KANE, age 55, bass player for
the influential 1970s punk rock band the New
York Dolls, in Los Angeles, of leukemia. After years
living in the fast lane, Kane converted to
Mormonism and spent the final years of his life

doing genealogy work at his stake’s family history center. 

DDeecceeaasseedd. NORMA OLSEN NICHOLS, age 94,
the person behind the “Choose the Right” motto
and ring. A member of the general Primary Board
from 1956 to 1970, Nichols was assigned to head
a committee charged with creating a spiritual focus for chil-
dren preparing for baptism. Originally conceived for Primary
children, the CTR ring through the years has become one of
Mormonism’s most successful products, worn today by
Latter-day Saints of all ages and nationalities. The logo has
been translated into many languages.

HHiittcchheedd..  TRACIE LAMB AND G. BRUCE SMITH. After
noticing Tracie at the 2002 Northwest Sunstone symposium,
where Tracie read excerpts from a book she was editing, Bruce
eagerly awaited the 2003 symposium, hoping Tracie would
also attend. They began talking in Molly Bennion’s kitchen
and haven’t stopped since, becoming engaged in December
2003 and married 19 March 2004. A family physician, Bruce
has four children, Leah, David, Kathryn, and Rachel. Tracie,
who left community college teaching to focus on family, has

two daughters, Sarah, 13, and Emily, now
16, who gave Tracie dating tips, like,
“Mom, don’t blow it. I don’t think you’re
going to find another guy.” Following Todd
Compton and Laura Hansen, Bruce and

Tracie are the second couple SUNSTONE knows whose rela-
tionship began at a Sunstone  symposium.  

NNaammeedd..  ELDER MARLIN K. JENSEN to succeed
Elder Todd Christofferson as the executive di-
rector of the Church’s Family and Church History
Department. Elder Jensen endeared himself to
many Latter-day Saints when, in a candid 1998
interview with the Salt Lake Tribune, he forthrightly declared
that, contrary to the belief of some, it is possible to be both a
faithful Mormon and a Democrat.

VViinnddiiccaatteedd. CHRISTINA AXSON-FLYNN, 24, the LDS stu-
dent who in January 2000 sued the University of Utah and its
faculty in the Actor Training Program. Axson-Flynn alleged
her rights to free speech and free exercise of religion were vio-

lated when she was forced to use the F-word and
take the Lord’s name in vain during an in-class
exercise. The university will reimburse Axson-
Flynn for tuition and fees paid during the
1998–99 academic year and, through the state’s

risk management office, will pay her attorneys’ fees of approx-
imately $250,000. Perhaps more important, as part of the set-
tlement the University of Utah has instituted an
Accommodations Committee charged with developing a
policy to address religious conflicts.

AAwwaarrddeedd. Salt Lake Tribune reporter PEGGY
FLETCHER STACK, the Cornell Award for
Excellence in Religion Reporting, by the Religion
Newswriters Association, in Washington D.C.
Stack was the editor of SUNSTONE magazine from
1980 to 1986.

EElliimmiinnaatteedd.. BRETT DEPUE, after a short stint on
Bravo Channel's reality show Manhunt: The Search
for America's Most Gorgeous Model. Depue, whose
show bio claims he had “served as a Mormon
elder for five years, and danced for Chippendales

for a year” was one of twenty dreamboats in the competition
but was eliminated during the show’s second week. 

JJaaiilleedd. Returned missionary MARK HACKING,
after confessing to killing his wife Lori and
throwing her body into a dumpster near their Salt
Lake City apartment. Mark served a mission in
Winnipeg, Canada, and married Lori in the
Bountiful Temple. Before Mark’s confession, thousands of
Mormon volunteers, including LDS missionaries, participated
in search parties organized from an LDS chapel. Lori’s disap-
pearance has led to Salt Lake City’s receiving media attention
it had not seen since the 2002 abduction of Elizabeth Smart.
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FIVE MONTHS AFTER several U.S. cities began issuing mar-
riage licenses to gay couples, the First Presidency issued a one-
sentence “statement of principle” stating that the LDS Church
“favors a constitutional amendment preserving marriage as the
lawful union of a man and a woman.” The First Presidency
statement coincided not only with the push for such an
amendment in the Senate, but also with campaigns to place
defense-of-marriage amendments in ten state constitutions,
including Utah’s. Nevertheless, the First Presidency prefaced
the 7 July statement by saying that “it is not an endorsement of
any specific amendment.” On 14 July, the Senate failed to pro-
duce the necessary votes to initiate debate on the matter. 

In a second statement issued 19 October, this time just two
weeks before the 2 November elections, the First Presidency
declared that the Church “favors measures that define mar-
riage as the union of a man and a woman and that do not
confer legal status on any other sexual relationship. . . . We re-
alize there may be great loneliness in [the lives of gays and les-
bians], but there must also be recognition of what is right be-
fore the Lord.”

On 22 June, a congressional hearing on the issue put the
two most powerful LDS politicians, Utah Senator Orrin Hatch

and Massachusetts Governor Mitt
Romney, on the same side of the aisle. In
a perhaps somewhat startling move for a
Latter-day Saint, Romney cited Utah’s
territorial battle over polygamy as an ex-
ample of when federal intervention in
state marriage policy was warranted and
necessary: “There was, a long time ago, a
state that considered the practice of

polygamy [legal], and as I recall, the federal government cor-
rectly stepped in and said, ‘This is not something the state
should decide.’ . . . We have a federal view on marriage. This
should not be left to an individual state.”

The Massachusetts Supreme Court legalized same-sex mar-
riage in Romney’s state last May, prompting President George
W. Bush to ask the U.S. Congress for a constitutional ban on
same-sex marriage. LDS Senator Orrin Hatch, chair of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, supports the initiative. “Absent
of a constitutional amendment, this issue will be resolved by
the United States Supreme Court, and many believe it will
likely be resolved in favor of same-sex marriage,” said Hatch.

On 13 June, a coalition of gay Mormon organizations ran a
display outside the Salt Lake City Library that included illus-
trations of Captain Moroni, Helaman, and the 2000 stripling
warriors. A caption read, “Gays and lesbians are fighting for
the exact same freedoms that Captain Moroni, the Nephites,
and the stripling warriors fought for.” The coalition was
formed for Utah’s Gay Pride celebration and included mem-
bers of Affirmation: Gay and Lesbian Mormons, Gamofites

(Gay Mormon Fathers), LDS Reconciliation, and other groups.
Utah Attorney General, Mark Shurtleff, has publicly op-

posed the proposed Utah marriage amendment (Proposition
3), claiming to have alerted an “LDS official” (presumably an
apostle) that he was going to do so. According to Shurtleff, the
official didn’t clarify the LDS position on the matter, but the
conversation made the Attorney General “comfortable in
going forward” with his opposition. LDS spokesperson Dale
Bills has said that “the Church has not endorsed Amendment
3” but declines to elaborate.

Utah’s amendment has been endorsed by several BYU fac-
ulty, including philosophy professor Terry Warner. “It is mad-
ness to destroy the most venerable of our civilization’s institu-
tions just because a relative minority of intellectual faddists
have taken to the notion that their social theory will work,”
said Warner on 5 October during the “Families Under Fire”
conference at BYU.

Not all Latter-day Saints agree with Warner. Gary Watts, co-
director of LDS Family Fellowship, a support organization for
parents of gay Mormons, calls the Church’s statement “hurtful
and counterproductive.” Writing in 1998, Watts declared,
“When people ask me what I want for my gay children, I re-
spond: I want them to have the same rights and opportunities
as my straight children” (Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon
Thought, 31:3, 56).

Following Complaints, Website Pulls Story

TWO WEEKS AFTER two national gay organizations de-
nounced a speech by Deseret Book CEO Sheri Dew, the
speech’s text was removed from the website of Meridian
Magazine (www.meridianmagazine.com).

On 30 August, the Human Rights Campaign and the
National Black Justice Coalition sent a letter to President George
W. Bush asking him to repudiate three “inflammatory speakers”
at the Republican National Convention. Dew was included in
the list because she offered a prayer at the convention.

In a 28 February speech in Washington D.C., Dew ex-
pressed revulsion at the idea of gay couples raising children

AMID CONTROVERSY, LDS LEADERS ENDORSE MEASURES TO 
PRESERVE TRADITIONAL MARRIAGE; ACTIVISTS REACT 

With displays 
illustrating LDS

teachings about
agency and 
tolerance, 

opponents of a 
marriage amendment
share their message 

at the Salt Lake 
City library.

Gov. Mitt Romney



S U N S T O N E

RANDOM HOUSE TO PUBLISH
BOOK OF MORMON 

TOUTED AS THE volume’s first commercial edition, a
printing of the Book of Mormon by Doubleday, an imprint of
Random House, will be in bookstores in November. The text
will be printed in a single column instead of two and will ex-
clude the cross-references of the LDS-produced edition. Priced
at $24.95, Doubleday’s edition will include a reference section
outlining key events, ideas, and people.

Doubleday Religion Division Vice President Michelle
Rapkin says: “The Mormon faith has become one of the largest
in America. We’re proud to be the first publisher to bring this
vitally important work to bookstores across the country and to
add it to our outstanding library of authorized religious texts.” 

According to Deseret Book President Sheri Dew, an edition
by a major publisher may help reach a different kind of reader.
Says Dew, “For some people out there, it might cause them to
pick up the book when otherwise they wouldn’t, because it
looks like it’s a legitimate religious text instead of some funny
book put out by some funny group in the West.”

Distribution centers will continue to sell the LDS edition for
a little over $2. Even though the original text of the Book of
Mormon is in public domain, the current LDS edition, which
includes textual and punctuation changes, is copyrighted.

CHEROKEES HOLD CEREMONY AT
MOUNTAIN MEADOWS

WITH SOME JOINING the ceremonies and others criticizing
the event, a Cherokee band performed a healing ritual at
Mountain Meadows on 7–11 September. Located near St.
George, Utah, Mountain Meadows is the site where some 120
Arkansas emigrants were killed in 1857. Although blame was
first placed upon local Indians, it was later revealed that
Mormon settlers were primarily responsible for the massacre.

A 1999 forensic analysis of skull remains asserted that a few
of the slaughtered emigrants had Native American characteris-
tics, a claim that some dismiss as speculation. Terry Fancher,
president of the Mountain Meadows Association, called the
Cherokee ceremony insensitive and asked the band to cancel
the event. 

“In my heart, I know these people were of mixed Cherokee
blood,” said spiritual leader Larry War Eagle Williams. “That’s
why we’re here. This is not just about the Baker-Fancher fami-
lies.”

BYU NEWSPAPER YANKS T-SHIRT AD

AFTER RECEIVING NUMEROUS complaints, BYU’s student
newspaper, the Daily Universe, decided to pull the plug on an
ad for a T-shirt featuring the humorous slogan, “I Can’t . . . I’m
Mormon.” According to a story in the Deseret Morning News,
many in the campus community felt the slogan implies
Mormons wish they could drink, smoke, and have casual sex
and the “only” thing preventing them from doing so is their re-
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and suggested a comparison between the gay rights move-
ment and the rise of Hitler. Said Dew, “At first it may seem a
bit extreme to imply a comparison between the atrocities of
Hitler and what is happening in terms of contemporary
threats against the family, but maybe not” (See SUNSTONE,
March 2004, p. 73).

“Mr. President, featuring individuals on the stage of your
convention who compare a group of Americans to Hitler
. . . is divisive and irresponsible,” says the Human Rights
Campaign letter. “The American people abhor discrimina-
tory, false, and inflammatory language against any group of
Americans.”

Grassroots Coalition Sends Flowers to President Hinckley

MORE THAN 900 pink carnations were delivered 1
October to the office of President Gordon B. Hinckley. The
gift was prepared by members of the Safe Space Campaign,
an LDS grassroots coalition concerned with the treatment of
gays and lesbians in the Church. Organizer Bridget Foster,
the wife of an LDS bishop, says she has been concerned
about the issue since she learned of a gay friend who com-
mitted suicide. 

Kay and Ted Packard, LDS parents of a gay son, partici-
pated in a press conference held at a flower shop in Sandy.
Said Kay, “I believe [the Church] can be a beacon of hope
for all people, a Church that opens its doors to all as a safe
space, a tolerant and embracing place, where a homosexual
member’s options are not limited to eternal silence, repres-
sion, excommunication, or suicide.” Packard added: “God
makes no mistakes in the creation of his children. . . . All
humans are endowed with both the desire and the right to
form lasting, nurturing relationships built on honesty and
love.”

This is not the first time the Mormon grassroots have
used flowers to send a message to the Church’s general au-
thorities. In October 1993, shortly after the excommunica-
tion or disfellowshipping of six LDS writers and feminists, a
grassroots group delivered 1,000 white roses to Church
headquarters as a gesture of peace and support both of the
Church and of the members who had been disciplined. 

Some of the 900 
pink carnations 

delivered to President
Hinckley at the 

Church Office Building 
by the Safe Space

Campaign
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ligion. Others complained that the
woman modeling the T-shirt in the ad is
striking a provocative pose.

The T-shirts are sold via the Internet by
Chad Ramos, a student at Utah Valley
State College. Ramos says the phrase, “I
Can’t . . . I’m Mormon,” served him well
as a young Latter-day Saint growing up in

Las Vegas. “I found if I told people I didn’t drink, they didn’t
know how to react,” he says. “But if I said, ‘I can’t, I’m
Mormon,’ they said, ‘Oh,’ and boom, it was over.”

Other T-shirts in Ramos’s collection include the messages,
“I’ve Upped My Standards . . . So Up Yours,” “VL” (Virgin
Lips), “I Date Mormon Girls,” “DTR” (“Define the
Relationship”), and “NCMO,” which is BYU slang for “Non-
committal Makeout.” The whole product line can be viewed at
<icantimmormon.com>.

While some smile and others frown over the controversy,
Ramos is laughing all the way to the bank. Since the ad was
banned from the Daily Universe, sales have gone from two or
three a day to forty or fifty.

Another potential sales boost may have come after NBC’s
Saturday Night Live lampooned the story during the Weekend
Update segment of a recent show. Update co-anchor Tina Fey
noted the T-shirts had been a new trend at the Church-owned
institution, but that the slogan, “I can’t . . . I’m Mormon,” had
soon been followed by another shirt, “You will . . . I’m Kobe.” 

BYU FOOTBALL HAS ONE FAN TEE-D OFF 

A SECOND T-SHIRT controversy may be underway now that
another enterprising student has begun distributing a shirt
calling for the ouster of BYU football head coach Gary
Crowton. The front contains the unimaginative message, “Fire
Crowton,” but the back quotes the Book of Mormon passage,
“It is better that one man should perish than a nation should
dwindle and perish in unbelief” (1 Nephi 4:13).

The shirt’s designer, James Rex, conceived of the shirt
during the offseason but didn’t go into production, wanting to
give Crowton and this year’s team a chance to turn their for-
tunes around after the past two disappointing seasons. But
after watching the Cougars lose two of their first three games,
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PPaarraaddee  ffllooaatt  ccrreeaatteess  aa  ppiicckkllee.. When the Holladay South Stake
asked Christie Kimball to design a Pioneer Parade float with
the theme “Preserving Our Ancestors,” she decided to be as

literal as possible.
She ended up cre-
ating a gigantic
apron-clad woman
standing over a pot,
with two man-
nequins dressed in
pioneer garb care-
fully “preserved” in-
side Mason jars.

According to the official description posted at www.ksl5.com,
the jars represent “a family that has been forever sealed to-
gether.”

Kimball’s float was part of the Days of ’47 Parade held in
Salt Lake City this past July. “The parade committee thought it
might be a little morbid,” Kimball had told the Salt Lake
Tribune with a chuckle. “We are still trying to convince them
[to allow the float].”

The committee did allow the “preserved” adult pioneer
mannequins to be displayed but kept out a little girl man-
nequin, who was also supposed to go inside one of the jars
holding a sign that read “Don’t forget me.” According to
Kimball, the little girl added to the float’s overall impact by re-
minding people that they need to be careful in genealogy
work to not forget anyone.

Kimball’s creation is by no means the first Pioneer Day float
to tap a humorous vein in Mormon themes. The 2001 parade 

featured two members of the South Jordan Utah Stake in fu-
turistic attire, representing two Martian converts sitting under
a hovering LDS Galactic Fleet spaceship.

Beam me up, Elder Scotty.

SStteeaammiinngg  uupp  tthhee  ccaammppuuss..  Would you like to know in advance
how steamy the romance novel you’re planning to read really
is? That’s no problem for patrons of BYU’s Harold B. Lee
Library. The romance novels shelf, situated in the library’s
“Sampler Room,” features a ratings binder where students can
check out the ranking of any romance novel in the library’s
collection. The system ranks the novels from one (mild) to
five (extra-steamy).

“While BYU’s selec-
tion is pretty tame com-
pared to others, we
want to help students
know what’s pretty mild
and what might be
spicier,” says Michael
Hooper, the library’s
communications manager. “Those books that get a high
ranking don’t get ordered by the library.”

BYU created its rating system based on information ap-
pearing on two websites: www.theromancereader.com and
www.likesbooks.com.

So who’s the steamiest author of them all? According to a
recent story in the Deseret News, author Susan Johnson winds
up with 4.67 points. 

But even if you find yourself, um, accidentally reading a
novel a bit too steamy to handle, you can quickly turn to a set
of the LDS scriptures, also featured in the Sampler Room.
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he decided it was time to act. 
In an interview with the Deseret Morning News, Rex says he’s

been asked several times if he’s concerned that his shirts will
make Crowton feel bad.

“I don’t feel bad for anyone who makes $400,000 a year
and stinks at his job,” Rex said. “People say I’m going to hurt
his feelings. He hurts mine every Saturday.”

STANFORD BAND TEASES ABOUT
POLYGAMY IN HALFTIME SHOW

STANFORD UNIVERSITY’S MARCHING band created a

minor stir during its halftime show as its Cardinal football
team hosted BYU’s Cougars on 18 September. Following a tra-
dition of incorporating some sort of salute to whatever team is
visiting, the Cardinal band struck a raw nerve by including a
veiled jab at polygamy, featuring several female dancers
wearing veils and performing for a single male.

On the Monday following the game, Stanford athletic di-
rector Ted Leland issued an apology: “The actions of the
Stanford band . . . were inappropriate, and I wish to apologize
to BYU, their team, fans, and alumni.” 

Leland said he intends to meet with the school’s board of di-
rectors to discuss possible sanctions against the band.
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C e l l u l o i d  Wa t c h

NAPOLEON DYNAMITE BURSTS
INTO SUCCESS

NAPOLEON DYNAMITE, AN offbeat, low-key comedy about
high school misfits and outcasts, led to a happy ending for di-
rector Jared Hess and producer Jeremy Coon: Fox Searchlight
Pictures, the independent-film arm of Twentieth Century Fox,
secured it for national distribution, and now, after several
months in release, it is showing signs of becoming a cult

classic of sorts..
Made by BYU students and

actors, the film is loosely based
on Hess’s experiences growing
up in Idaho. The name
“Napoleon Dynamite” comes
from a man he met as a mis-
sionary. 

Napoleon Dynamite tells the
story of a Preston, Idaho, nerd
who helps a friend win the
election for student body pres-
ident. The embryo of Napoleon
Dynamite is found in Peluca, a
nine-minute short that Hess
submitted to the 2003

Slamdance Festival. After Peluca’s favorable reception, BYU
classmate Jeremy Coon convinced Hess to drop out of school
to make a feature-length film of the same story.

“At first, I was a little mad at him,” Hess said. “Now I’m
glad he pushed me. I’m telling everyone that Jeremy is really
the one responsible for the movie. This never would have
happened without him.”

HBO DRAMA TO DEPICT
UTAH POLYGAMY

HBO AND TOM Hanks have announced they will produce
Big Love, a cable drama series about a Utah polygamist who

lives in an upscale Utah development with three wives.
According to a 4 August Salt Lake Tribune story, the show
“strives to be an even-handed depiction of the polygamist cul-
ture.”

The pilot and ten more episodes are in production and will
be aired in the summer of 2005. Twister star Bill Paxton plays
the part of the polygamist husband. The wives are played by
Jeanne Tripplehorn (The Firm), Chlo’ Sevigny (Boys Don’t
Cry), and Ginnifer Goodwin (Mona Lisa Smiles).

“I look forward and am hopeful it will be an honest por-
trayal,” says Mary Batchelor, director of the advocacy group
Principle Voices of Polygamy. “I’m reticent. I wonder what
their sources are. Without talking with people who have per-
sonal experience in the lifestyle, they can’t get an honest por-
trayal.”

BAPTISTS AT THE LDS CINEPLEX

BASED ON A novel by Robert Farrell Smith, a new LDS
movie, Baptists at Our Barbecue opened in Utah theaters 8
October. The quirky romantic comedy tells the story of Tartan
Jones, an LDS forest ranger fleeing Provo, Utah, and his
matchmaking mom and who finds himself in the middle of a
feud between Baptists and Mormons in a tiny fictional
Southwest town.

Directed by LDS Film Festival organizer Christian Vuissa,
the film was shot entirely in Utah with a budget of less than
$1 million. Says Vuissa,
“We were able to find our
Baptist church in Payson,
our canyon in Springville
(Hobble Creek Canyon)
and actually parked our
double-wide trailer in
Lehi. And that was just in
Utah County.”


