
S U N S T O N E

The following four selections are taken from
Elder Neal A. Maxwell’s final book, a collec-
tion of short essays titled, Whom the Lord
Loveth: The Journey of Discipleship (Salt
Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 2003). 

Stretching to Reach the Higher Branches

HAPPILY, MANY OF US HAVE al-
ready picked and been greatly
nourished by the low-hanging

fruit from the gospel tree. Yet, on the
higher branches, much fruit still remains, unreached for and
unplucked. Neglecting to harvest this fruit deprives us of
greater joy and of greater capacity to help others. This further
feast includes, for example, those fruits of repentance ripened
from correcting our sins of omission. The “cease and desist”
portion of repentance is surely vital but so is doing the good
heretofore undone.

The higher hanging fruits also embody the sweet savor of
submissiveness, the nourishing nectar of consecration, and the
milk of meekness. All these await our stretching grasp and rep-
resent the further expressions of love of God for us (1 Nephi
11:21–22). This fruit, said Lehi, is “most sweet” and will
“make one happy” (1 Nephi 8:11, 10; 11:7).

No wonder God, who “delight[s] to honor” those who will
so stretch, urges us onward (D&C 76:5). His own beckoning
arm is stretched out and even extended all the day long (D&C
103; Jacob 6:5).

He knows all about stretching (2 Nephi 19:12, 17, 21).

Doctrinal White Dwarfs

S O MUCH MEANING is compressed into the doctrines
of the gospel. We dare not be superficial or discouraged,
therefore, by the unfoldingness in our understanding.

The doctrines are like the “white dwarfs” in the universe,
which have so much compressed matter that their density de-
fies our present understanding.

Certain doctrines of the kingdom are so full of meaning and
of personal significance that one can only sense their full im-
portance by accepting in faith pronouncements of the Lord.
Even though some of their dimensions are now well beyond
us, neglecting these doctrines entirely is not the answer.

Illustrating deep implications are “Man was also in the be-
ginning with God” (D&C 93:29) and “All things for their glory
are manifest, past, present, and future, and are continually be-
fore the Lord” (D&C 130:7). In the justice and mercy of God,

we finally receive “according to [our] de-
sires” (Alma 29:4).

We cannot process all the implica-
tions, because they bear upon us pro-
foundly and personally. No wonder it is
to be “line upon line” and “precept upon
precept” (D&C 128:21)—and course
correction upon course correction—so
far as our personal comprehension and
application are concerned. What an inex-
haustible gospel!

What Is Allotted to Us

W HILE WE ARE expected to improve our lot by de-
veloping our talents, using our gifts, and
stretching our capacity to serve, it is clear that

some of life’s general circumstances constitute what is “al-
lotted” to us (Alma 29:3). As to the latter, we are urged by the
prophet Alma to be “content” with what is allotted to us (Alma
29:3, 6). It is no use, for example, desiring the voice of a trump
to ensure greater influence on mankind than one’s circum-
stances permit. Hence the consoling and concluding words:
“Why should I desire more than to perform the work to which
I have been called?” (Alma 29:6).

Again, subject to our need to stretch and to better ourselves,
especially spiritually, there is no justification for perpetual re-
sentment or restlessness, which keep us from being “content”
with what is “allotted” and often unused. Such contentment is
a form of meekness, because we are willing to wait upon the
Lord’s allotments and His timetable. We are strongly encour-
aged by various scriptures to touch those within our present
circle of influence rather than obsessively wishing for a larger
circle.

Enduring and Stretching

B Y ITS VERY nature, the process of enduring does not
permit exemptions or shortcuts. Likewise, there can be
no skipping of the relevant experiences. There can be

no convenient deletion of the phrase, “to the end.”
Stretching our spiritual capacity takes time, but it is tied to

our eternal happiness. We wouldn’t really want to cut classes
now anyway, if we knew how our future capacity would then
be diminished. In sum, there is no auditing, because the
classes are for credit.

Any recesses are very brief, and school is not out until the
bell rings.  
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