
TO AFFIRM THAT 
WE BELONG

M Y COPY OF THE NOVEMBER 2006
SUNSTONE was read and passed along

to other church members within a few days
of receipt. “For Better, For Worse, For
Apostasy?” really spoke to the experience of
many of my LDS friends over the years.

For me, one of the greatest values of
SUNSTONE is that it provides a place where
committed Mormons can learn about other
LDS with the same concerns, experiences,
and struggles in life. It is so important to
have someone to talk and listen to. Feeling
you are the only one with these reactions and
experiences but not having people to talk
and listen to, would, I think, be the surest
way to leave the Mormon community. 

Mormonism is a big tent, a big world
which includes a lot of different kinds of peo-
ple who experience religious faith in different
ways. We are much stronger when most of us
find space in that tent. For me, the magazine,
the symposiums, and the Sunstone commu-
nity are a way to affirm that we belong.
Sunstone, both the magazine and the sympo-
siums, strengthens my testimony. Thinking,
struggling, need not undermine faith.

KEN DRIGGS
Atlanta, Georgia

LOSS AND RENEWAL

I READ “FOR BETTER, FOR WORSE, FOR
Apostasy?” (SUNSTONE, November 2006)

with great personal interest. I have several
close friends who have struggled with the
problem of changing faith or loss of faith in a
spouse. I have seen it twice from the point of
view of the spouse who was leaving the faith,
and now I am seeing it from the point of view
of a spouse who holds on to faith. While these
issues are not unique to Latter-day Saints, faith
differences for Latter-day Saints seem often
more vexing or more intense than those expe-
rienced by people of other faiths, if only be-
cause of LDS beliefs about the eternal family.

I could not help but read some of these
stories with a certain amount of envy. As a
gay man in a committed same-sex relation-
ship, who is also a believing Latter-day Saint,
I am struck by a sense of irony whenever I
read accounts by people who no longer “be-
lieve” but continue to be active, hold callings,
and participate fully in the communal, sacra-
mental, and ritual life of the Church. I be-

lieve, and yet these blessings are denied me.
In order to have those blessings, I would
have to do the one thing that all of these cou-
ples—with the Church’s blessing—have
worked hardest to avoid. I would have to end
the loving relationship that has sustained me
and nurtured me for fifteen years now, the re-
lationship that, ironically, has given me the
stability and strength that I needed to grow
back into a new and stronger sense of faith as
a Latter-day Saint.

The sentiment expressed in the article by
Ruth Ogden perfectly expresses my own feel-
ings about my relationship with my partner:
“Not being able to be with the spouse of my
choice—that doesn’t sound like any type of
heaven I would choose.” With Ruth, I find
strength in my personal hope and growing
conviction that “we choose our families of cre-
ation here, and we will choose them there.”

Just as it has been a challenge for individu-
als who have left the Church to deal with the
emotions and fears this evokes in their part-
ners, I have had to deal with anxiety and anger
in a partner who feels betrayed by my re-
newed faith in the LDS gospel. Just as Ronda
Callister feared that her spouse’s loss of faith in
eternal marriage was a rejection of their mar-
riage, my partner has feared that my embrace
of LDS doctrine was the first step in a path that
could only end in my rejection of him.

Because present Church policies forbid
me from being re-baptized until I am either
celibate or married to a woman, and because
the official policy of the Church is to view
our relationship as sinful, my partner’s fears
are grounded in reality. Because of the
church’s political opposition to the legaliza-
tion or any other kind of normalization of
our relationship, he and other gay folks see
my choice to worship and affiliate with the
Church as a political and social betrayal. And
even though my prayers to understand the
will of God in relation to my partner have led
to repeated assurances through the Holy
Spirit that I should continue to honor every
commitment I have made to him, the fact
that I have even been willing to ask the ques-
tion has been painful—painful to him and
doubly painful to me.

Nevertheless, my growing faith as a
Latter-day Saint has clarified and crystallized
my love for my partner. In many ways, be-
cause of gospel principles that I have incor-
porated more and more into my life, my love
for him is now deeper and truer than it ever
has been. I have been blessed, and I believe
we have been blessed in our relationship,
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through my faith. So I have no complaints.
My prayers are with all couples and fami-

lies who struggle with the loss—or the re-
newal—of faith.

JOHN GUSTAV-WRATHALL
Minneapolis, Minnesota

TIMELESS SENTIMENTS

T HE “UPDATE” SECTION OF THE
November 2006 SUNSTONE mentions

two instances of post-publication censorship
in the Ensign. Luckily, my mother has kept a
copy of every Ensign issue since 1971, so she
was able to send me a copy of one of the arti-
cles mentioned in the story: “A Different
Kind of Tithe,” by Helen Candland Stark
published in the month of my birth. 

I enjoyed the article very much. How
wonderful to read a mix of quotations from
the Bible, Zuni Indian literature, Henry
David Thoreau, and Brigham Young regard-
ing stewardship of the earth. Why not tithe
our urges to subdue, conquer, and tame the
earth by protecting at least a tenth of it, for its
own sake and ours? In places, the article
seems dated, but overall its arguments are
timeless. I’d love to see SUNSTONE pursue it
for possible printing in a future issue. Or per-
haps you could run an analysis of it and a
fuller history of its publication and subse-
quent deletion from the Church’s official on-
line and CD-ROM editions? 

Thank you to whoever gathers the inter-
esting tidbits in “Update.”

JOANNE CASE
Iowa City, Iowa

EDITOR’S NOTE: Hugo Olaiz has been
SUNSTONE’S news editor and primary tidbit
gatherer for the past five-plus years. We’re very
grateful for him, too!

LEARNING FROM ALL

I REALLY APPRECIATED PHILIP G.
McLemore’s “Mormon Mantras: A Journey

of Spiritual Transformation,” the feature arti-
cle of the April 2006 SUNSTONE. The last few
years especially, I have struggled with the
“equation theory” of spirituality—that doing
this + this + that = feeling God’s love and ac-
ceptance. Brother McLemore’s article rang
true with me more than anything has in a
long time. I really appreciated his gentle and
articulate layout of some very practical ways
to incorporate meditation into our own spir-
itual practice. I was glad to read his descrip-
tion of how to seek and to feel God’s love
without necessarily feeling that we have
earned the right to do so. 
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I was saddened, therefore, to read in the
letters section of the September issue the
negative response of one reader who, it
seems to me, missed the whole point of the
article. The response asserted that leaving
our minds empty in meditation was essen-
tially useless. I was surprised by this attitude,
having had many experiences with medita-
tion where “emptying” the mind has been
very fruitful. In fact, coming to our God with
a desire to simply be open to what we will re-
ceive might be more effective at times than
coming with a mind full of wants and needs
and things to pray about. 

I am writing to thank Brother McLemore
for a stellar article that was much needed. I
hope that we can realize that there are many
methods of learning to commune with God,
and we need not deny that one way is good for
someone else because the way(s) we approach
God are different. Thank God for all our sis-
ters and brothers in the world to learn from.

ANNA-KARIN SMITH
Portland, Oregon

Letters for publication are edited for 
clarity, tone, and space. Send them to 
EDITOR@SUNSTONEONLINE.COM. 

If you wish to write letters to authors, 
address them to that author, care of SUNSTONE, 
343 N. Third West, Salt Lake City, UT 84103. 
We will forward them unopened.

For my talk on Joseph Smith, I’d like to express my appreciation for 
Rough Stone Rolling as well as that one episode of South Park.
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