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HUNDREDS OF STORIES HAVE APPEARED IN NEWS-
papers, TV shows, and blogs since LDS governor Mitt Romney
announced his intention to run for president of the United
States. But as media attention intensifies, it continues to focus
more on the peculiarities of LDS history and belief than on
Romney’s political views.

A recent Associated Press story gives a historical overview of
Mormon polygamy, clarifying that the church abandoned the
practice, but at the same time, the story spotlights Romney’s
great-grandfather Miles Park Romney, who married his fifth
wife six years after the 1890 Manifesto. According to the story,
Romney’s wife Ann recently took a jab at Republican competi-
tors John McCain and Rudy Giuliani as she introduced her
husband at a Missouri GOP dinner. She said that the biggest
difference between her husband and other candidates is that
“he’s only had one wife.” McCain has been married twice and
Giuliani three times.

Another potentially embarrassing LDS subject was explored
by ABC reporter George Stephanopoulos, who asked Romney
how Muslims might “perceive the Mormon belief that Jesus
will return to the United States and reign personally here for a
thousand years.” In a misleading response, Romney said: “Our
belief is just like it says in the Bible: that the Messiah will come
to Jerusalem, stand on the Mount of Olives, and that the
Mount of Olives will be a place where there is the great gath-
ering, and so forth. It’s the same as the other Christian tradi-
tions.” After the interview, Stephanopoulos appeared on ABC’s
Good Morning America to set the record straight: “Actually, we
checked in with a Mormon spokesman who said that’s not ex-
actly true,” Stephanopoulos reported. “They believe the New

Jerusalem is here in the United States, in Missouri, and that’s
where Jesus is going to come.”

Because of doctrinal peculiarities such as this, evangelicals
are divided on Romney. Many evangelicals are impressed by
Romney’s pro-life, anti-gay marriage stance; supporters have
even created a blog, EVANGELICALSFORROMNEY.ORG. Others
dismiss Romney because they believe, with Pat Robertson and
the Southern Baptist Convention, that Mormonism is a cult.
“You, sir, you’re a pretender. You do not know the Lord. You’re
a Mormon,” an unidentified man hollered at Romney during a
recent Florida rally. When the audience began to boo the
heckler, Romney replied, “Let me—let me offer just a thought,
and that is, one of the great things about this great land is we
have people of different faiths and different persuasions. And
I’m convinced that the nation . . . does need to have people of
different faiths, but we need to have a person of faith lead the
country.”

Not surprisingly, Romney is counting on a Mormon base to
support his campaign. Powerful industrialist Jon Huntsman,
Sr., currently serving as a member of the Fifth Quorum of the
Seventy, is one of nine heavy-hitters nationwide who will raise
funds for Romney. In the solicitation letters he sends,
Huntsman includes a disclaimer that he is not acting because
of his church affiliation. “I don’t want to get involved in situa-
tions that would bring the LDS Church into play,” Huntsman
told the Deseret Morning News.

However, Mormon support for Romney is not universal.
Jason Roberts, a returned missionary from Lake Mills,
Wisconsin, doesn’t think Romney would make a good presi-
dent. Roberts created a website, MORMONSAGAINSTROMNEY.
ORG, which has received some 4,800 hits since January. “There
are two reasons why we started this blog,” Roberts told

SUNSTONE. “One is that we
wanted to inform our LDS
friends who might vote for
Romney without looking at
his background, to educate
them and get them thinking a
little differently. The other
reason and audience we’re
aiming for are non-LDS
people who might be oper-
ating under the assumption
that all LDS people vote and
think the same way.”

In the midst of the media
attention, the LDS Church has
moved to dispel the notion
that it officially backs Romney.

In the Church’s online newsroom, officials posted a 380-word
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MEDIA SCRUTINY OF ROMNEY AND MORMONISM INTENSIFIES

JASON ROBERTS
Not all Mormons 

think the same way about a 
potential Romney presidency.
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statement affirming that the Church does not (1) endorse, pro-
mote, or oppose political parties, candidates, or platforms, (2)
allow its church buildings, membership lists, or other re-
sources to be used for partisan political purposes, (3) attempt
to direct its members as to which candidate or party they
should give their votes to, or (4) attempt to direct or dictate to
a government leader. According to the document, the policy of
not directing members to vote for certain candidates “applies
whether or not a candidate for office is a member of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.”

ROMNEY’S MORMONISM HAS become a favorite theme for
late-night comedians and cartoonists—especially in reference
to polygamy. Comedian Conan O’Brien joked, “Apparently
Romney is planning on winning the soccer mom vote by mar-
rying all of them.” David Letterman showed a clip of Romney
giving a speech with the word “MORMON” in big letters su-
perimposed on the image. The shot then faded to a clip of
President George W. Bush giving a speech while the second
“M” disappeared and the remaining letters closed in to spell,
“MORON.” 

Cartoonist Dave Granlund of the Metro West Daily News
published an illustration of a “Mormons for Romney”
fundraiser in which an Amish-looking man, sitting at the
phones with his seven wives, explains to a potential donor that
“spouses can donate $2100. For example, in my case, it’s
$14,700.” 

GAY-RIGHTS GROUP PROTESTS AT BYU

A BUS LOADED WITH TWENTY-FIVE ACTIVISTS STOPPED
in Utah on 20–22 March to protest Brigham Young University’s
policies and its treatment of gay, lesbian, and transgendered
students. Events included presentations along the Wasatch
Front, a “Walls of Jericho” walk around the BYU campus, and
a rally in Provo’s Kiwanis Park.

The event was organized by Soulforce, a group that fights
gay discrimination through acts of civil disobedience and non-
violent resistance. With stops scheduled at thirty-two
Christian colleges and universities across the U.S., Soulforce’s
Equality Ride includes four young men who come from an
LDS background.

On 22 March, the protesters, together with relatives and
supporters, walked for six consecutive hours around BYU’s
perimeter in a “Walls of Jericho” demonstration. In the most
dramatic moment of the protest, Kourt Osborn, a transgen-
dered young man who has been excommunicated from the
Church, walked onto campus with his mother Karel Allen in
defiance of police orders. Osborn and his mother were car-
rying a 55-page document listing concerns and grievances that
current and former gay students have about BYU’s policies.
BYU police officers dressed in plainclothes stopped them, es-
corted them into a white van, and cited them for trespassing.

“After months of attempted dialogue, it is clear that the ad-
ministration at BYU does not respect this conversation and
wishes to silence the issue and their students,” said Matthew
Kulisch, a former BYU student and one of the Equality Riders.
“We return because at this very moment, there are many les-
bian, gay, bisexual, and transgender students suffering alone
on campus, many of whom have reached out to us.”

In a panel discussion held at the Provo City Library, the ac-
tivists were joined by Melissa Pomeroy and Lauren Jackson,
two BYU students who identify as lesbians. “I feel like I’m all
alone at BYU,” said Pomeroy. “There is no way for me to meet
others like me, even just to talk, because everyone is so afraid
of coming out.”

“If BYU wants celibate students, it has every right to de-
mand that and to limit behavior,” said Jackson. “But the issue
with the Honor Code is not about lifestyle, it’s about identity.
Not being allowed to express an identity is very damaging.”

This year’s Equality Ride will include for the first time a stop
at BYU-Idaho. Last year, a total of twenty-nine people were ar-
rested by BYU police in similar demonstrations (SUNSTONE,
April 2006, 76).
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—In this historic 2008 presidential election, 
do you plan to vote for the black person, 

the woman, or the Mormon?
—Gladys Knight is running?
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DOCUMENTARY ON MORMONS 
TO AIR AT END OF APRIL

A FOUR-HOUR DOCUMENTARY IN TWO PARTS WILL
AIR April 30 and May 1 on PBS. Filmmaker Helen Whitney
spent three years making the film The Mormons, which will

be the first co-production of
two acclaimed PBS series,
“American Experience” and
“Frontline.” The first night’s
segment will provide a histor-
ical account from the begin-
ning of Mormonism to the
Manifesto. The second half
will address the contemporary
church—its worldwide ex-
pansion, theology and ritual,
and LDS involvement in polit-
ical and social issues.

“Through this film, I hope to take the viewer inside one
of the most compelling and misunderstood religions of our
time,” says Whitney. She interviewed hundreds of subjects
from President Gordon B. Hinckley to people who have be-
come disillusioned with Mormonism. She traveled across
the country and even sent a film crew to Ghana. “Mormons
are everywhere, and I wanted to make that point,” Whitney
told the Deseret Morning News. “There are more Mormons
outside of America than in this country. And even within
America, there are many Mormons outside of Utah. So only
a small part of it was shot in Utah.”

An Emmy and Peabody Award winner, Whitney says the
LDS Church has been “absolutely cooperative” with her pro-
ject. For more information, visit HTTP://WWW.PBS.ORG/
PREVIEWS/THEMORMONS. Whitney will be speaking about
the film and her larger body of work at the 2007 Sunstone
West Symposium in San Francisco, California, on 21 April.

MOUNTAIN MEADOWS MOVIE 
BOUND TO STIR CONTROVERSY

SEPTEMBER DAWN, A NEW FILM BASED ON EVENTS 
surrounding the Mountain Meadows Massacre, will soon be
released to a theater near you—and the film’s trailer
promises a treatment as controversial as the massacre itself.
“I am the voice of God,” says a stern Brigham Young at the
opening of the trailer, “and anyone who doesn’t like it will
be hewn down.” If Brigham Young, played by Terence
Stamp, comes across as cruel, Jon Voight’s portrayal of fic-
tional local Mormon leader Jacob Samuelson is plain de-
monic. “Jehovah created me to be your God on earth!” he
proclaims from a pulpit.

In a collage of images that combines sanctimonious ser-
mons, secret temple ceremonies, ritual nudity, and a high
dose of violence, the preview suggests that the massacre was
concocted and concealed by Brigham Young and other
Mormon leaders. “Who ordered the massacre and why has it
been hidden in a cloak of secrecy and conspiracy” the trailer
dramatically asks, “and the reputation of one of this nation’s
mightiest religious figures has been preserved and protected
. . . until now.”

“This is a horrific act—they murdered 140 men, women,
and children and they did it in a vicious, violent way,” film-
maker Christopher Cain told The New York Times. “If you’re
going to show that, I think you have to show what caused it.
It’s not like somebody got excited one day and shot some-
body. They bashed their heads with rocks.”

September Dawn will be released 4 May. The trailer can be
viewed at WWW.SEPTEMBERDAWN.NET.

LDS WEBSITE REVAMPED

FEATURING AN IMAGE OF THE CHRISTUS ALMOST
doubled in size, on 30 January 2007, the LDS Church un-
veiled a redesigned website at WWW.LDS.ORG. The site’s con-
tents, which had previously been accessed via an ever-
growing list on the left side of the home page, are now
categorized into six channels that display “fly-out” menus.

The site’s Newsroom has also been completely re-
designed. It now offers statistical information about the
Church by country and identifies local media contacts.
According to an official statement, “Information is presented
in a more easily digestible format to suit not only journalists
but also other researchers and members of the public who
are looking to find factual material on the Church quickly
and easily. Materials are written in non-Church language
that can be readily understood, and the site addresses topics
that are commonly raised by these audiences.”

Additional improvements are in the works. LDS.ORG has
just announced that the website will soon be available in
nine languages: Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese,

Helen Whitney

September Dawn’s John Voight delivers a demonic performance
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Korean, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish. Materials in
those languages are currently available only via regional or
national sites. Materials will be added to the Gospel Library,
containing manuals, magazines, and other official publica-
tions, in thirty-two additional languages.

The LDS Church unveiled its first website in December
1996. By March 1997, that site was receiving nearly 1.5 mil-
lion “hits” (visits to individual pages) per month. According
to Chief Information Officer Joel Dehlin, the Church’s web-
sites today “service almost five million users per month with
over forty million unique page views per month.”

NEW BOOK SAYS JOSEPH SMITH
DESCENDS FROM JESUS

IN AN JUST-RELEASED ILLUSTRATED BOOK, VERN G.
Swanson, a museum director in Springville, Utah, asserts

that Jesus was married to Mary
Magdalene and that Joseph Smith is a
direct descendant of that couple.
Swanson says he wrote Dynasty of the
Holy Grail: Mormonism’s Sacred Bloodline
partly as a rebuttal to The Da Vinci Code,
which Swanson claims is riddled with
errors. “My book is the first one that re-
ally examines the Mormon position
thoroughly . . . and is willing to raise
new questions,” Swanson told The Salt
Lake Tribune. 

In a fashion similar to The Da Vinci Code, the new book
includes references to paintings which provide clues to sup-
port the book’s overarching theory. One of the illustrations
Swanson includes is a reproduction of Gustave Moreau’s La
Licorne (The Unicorn), which depicts the mythological an-
imal and a naked woman. Swanson interprets the woman in
the painting as Mary Magdalene and the unicorn as a

symbol of the tribe of Ephraim, which Swanson believes was
Mary Magdalene’s bloodline. A Deseret Morning News story
about the book hints that some LDS booksellers “have al-
ready found the art in the book controversial” and specifi-
cally mentions the Moreau nude as an item that has drawn
complaints.

Swanson revisits statements by nineteenth-century
Mormon leaders to the effect that Jesus was married to Mary
Magdalene and that early LDS leaders are direct descendants
of that couple. Swanson also quotes from Harold D.
Ethington’s diary, who as a missionary in 1963 visited with
then-apostle Joseph Fielding Smith in an upper room of the
Salt Lake Temple. During the visit, another missionary asked
Elder Smith if Jesus was married. According to Ethington’s
report: “Yes,” Smith replied, “to Mary Magdalene. But we
don’t teach it.”

Church spokesperson Dale Bills told The Salt Lake Tribune
that the idea that Jesus was married is not official LDS doc-
trine but declined to comment on the notion that Joseph
Smith is Christ’s direct descendant.

LDS.ORG—then and now

Vern G. Swanson

Does this painting suggest
Mary Magdalene’s 
connection to the 
tribe of Ephraim?  

Is the nudity it 
depicts too 

“controversial”  for 
LDS book buyers?

Gustave Moreau (1826–1898),
La Licorne, 1884–85, oil on canvas.

74-79_145_update.qxp  3/28/2007  1:34 PM  Page 77



S U N S T O N E

PAGE 78 MARCH 2007

P e o p l e

DDeecceeaasseedd.. DONNA HILL, 85, on 29
January. Hill is best known for her ac-
claimed 1977 biography Joseph Smith,
the First Mormon. Born in Salt Lake City,
Hill received a MLS from Columbia and
became a librarian at the Hunter
College Library in New York City. In ad-
dition to her Joseph Smith biography,
Hill wrote several fictional works, in-

cluding Shipwreck Season, for which she received the
Christopher Award in 1999.

DDeecceeaasseedd.. Activist in the ex-Mormon
movement, KATHY WORTHINGTON,
56. During the 1999–2000 LDS drive
against same-sex marriage in Cal-
ifornia, Worthington wrote articles
criticizing the fundraising and volun-
teer recruiting efforts by Church
leaders and began a campaign to help
disillusioned Mormons resign their
memberships. Worthington eventually created  the instruc-
tional website MORMONNO MORE.COM, which guided hun-
dreds through the process of having their names removed
from Church rolls.

AAppppooiinntteedd..  PHILIP BARLOW, to the
Leonard J. Arrington Chair of Mormon
History and Culture at Utah State
University. After obtaining a Ph.D. from
Harvard in American religion, Barlow
joined Hanover College in Indiana,
where he taught courses in American
religion, Christian history, and theology.
A frequent contributor to Dialogue,

SUNSTONE, and LDS conferences, Barlow is the author of
Mormons and the Bible: The Place of the Latter-day Saints in
American Religion (New York: Oxford University Press,
1991). The appointment makes Barlow the country’s first
full-time professor of Mormon studies at a non-Mormon in-
stitution.

NNoommiinnaatteedd.. BECKY L. SAVAGE, to
serve in the First Presidency of the
Community of Christ. If confirmed
during the church’s 24–31 March
World Conference, she will be the first
woman to occupy such a high position.
Formerly known as the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, the Community of Christ began
to ordain women to the priesthood in 1984.

FFrreeeedd.. Former BYU student WILL VAN
WAGENEN, nine days after being kid-
napped in Iraq. Van Wagenen was vol-
unteering with Christian Peacemaker
Teams, a faith-based, violence-reduc-
tion group that sends trained peace-
makers into conflict areas. A Harvard
Divinity School graduate, Will is the son
of The Work and the Glory director

Sterling Van Wagenen.

RReelleeaasseedd..  From captivity, Elders AKANDE ADEBAYO
EGUNJOBI, EMEKA HENRY EKUFU, UCHENNA
ANTHONY EZE, and HOPE AIBONI ISAIAH, after
spending four days as hostages near Port Harcourt in
Nigeria. In a press conference, Apostle Russell M. Ballard
and Elder Quentin L. Cook told the media that local tribal
leaders had been involved in helping secure the mission-
aries’ release. The sum of $810 was paid not as a ransom,
Ballard said, but “to reimburse the expenses that those who
were holding them hostage had incurred.” According to
Ballard, the missionaries, all Nigerian nationals, had been
treated well during their captivity and spent their time
teaching the missionary discussions to their captors.

RReessiiggnneedd. D. KYLE SAMPSON, BYU
alumnus and chief of staff to Attorney 
General Alberto Gonzales, in the midst
of a scandal involving eight U.S. attor-
neys who had been fired by the Bush
administration. Sampson’s emails,
which suggest that the attorneys were
hired and fired for political reasons,
have triggered a constitutional show-

down between the White House and Congress.

CClleeaarreedd..  For proxy temple work, the
name of SIMON WIESENTHAL, re-
nowned Nazi hunter and Holocaust sur-
vivor, who died last year in Vienna. This
is the latest in a series of incidents in
which Church members have prepared
Jewish names for posthumous ordi-
nances in violation of a 1995 agreement
with several Jewish organizations, in-
cluding a center named for Wiesenthal himself. “We are as-
tounded and dismayed,” said the Simon Wiesenthal Center’s
dean and founder, Rabbi Marvin Hier. “It is sacrilegious for
the Mormon faith to desecrate [Wiesenthal’s] memory by
suggesting that Jews on their own are not worthy enough to
receive God’s eternal blessing.”

TTuurrnneedd..  100 years old on 9 January 2007, the LDS Church’s
emeritus Presiding Patriarch ELDRED G. SMITH. A direct
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BYU PROFESSORS ENVISIONED 
IRAQI WAR FAILURES

IN 2003, SIX BYU POLITICAL SCIENCE PROFESSORS 
published an editorial that warned of the potential pitfalls of
waging war against Iraq. Four years later, their predictions
have proven true.

“Establishing democracy in Iraq is a worthy goal, but is war
the best way to achieve it?” Donna Lee Bowen, Byron Daynes,
Gary Bryner, Darren Hawkins, Eric Hyer, and Wade Jacoby
asked in a 23 January 2003 Deseret News editorial. “A weak
government replacing Saddam’s regime might invite civil war
and widespread human suffering, while a strong government
could replicate the current tyranny. In most cases, democracy
must grow gradually from within. Outsiders can help, but they
cannot impose democracy.”

Among other predictions, the professors correctly warned
that American forces could become targets of terrorism and
that many nations would deem the U.S. invasion unjustified.

According to a 26 January 2007 story in the Deseret Morning
News, the professors remain frustrated because many dis-
missed their opinions as unpatriotic or politically motivated. 

“People just said, ‘Well, professors are liberal. Even BYU has
liberal professors. They’re just contrarians,’” Hyer told the
News. “What strikes us was that Congress was uncritical; even
the New York Times was uncritical.”

“So was the rest of the media and the populace,” Donna Lee
Bowen added. “The ‘anti’ voices were silenced.”

SUPPORT FOR IRAQ WAR DROPPING
AMONG UTAH’S MORMONS

POLLING FROM THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS HAS SHOWN
Latter-day Saints to be among President Bush’s strongest sup-
porters regarding the war in Iraq. So it was surprising when a
January 2007 Salt Lake Tribune survey revealed a 21 percent
drop (from 63 to 44 percent) among Utah’s Mormons in sup-
port for Bush’s handling of the war in just the past five months. 

The Tribune story on the poll results sought possible an-
swers for this abrupt drop, something pollsters claim is “un-
common . . . unless ‘spooked’ by something.” The story quotes
Church spokesperson Mark Tuttle to the effect that there has
been “no additional statement, clarification, changed policy or
announcement” on the war, and that the Church has no official
position on the war.  

The story suggests several events might have caused the
drop, ranging from President Hinckley’s 31 October BYU ad-
dress that, without mentioning Iraq, lamented “the terrible
cost of war” to negative reports on Iraq from prominent
Mormon politicians such as Utah’s governor Jon Huntsman
and Senators Harry Reid (D-Nevada) and Gordon Smith (R-
Oregon). It also quotes Guy Murray of the Messenger and
Advocate blog, who senses that it “has become less socially
perilous for Mormons to express ‘alternative’ opinions about
Iraq. Especially . . . as ‘the church has gone out of its way to
stress political neutrality.’” 
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descendent of the Prophet’s brother
Hyrum, Smith has been allowed to
continue giving patriarchal blessings
over the years despite the fact that
the office of Presiding Patriarch was
discontinued in 1979. Since the
1980s, Smith has also spoken at
more than 1,000 firesides in which
he displays historical artifacts he has

inherited from the Hyrum Smith family. To date, he has
given more than 19,000 patriarchal blessings.

FFeeaattuurreedd.. In the sports section of the
New York Times, JOE DARGER, 20, a
basketball player for the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas, and son of a fun-
damentalist Mormon family. On 3
March, Joe’s parents, John and
Carollee, drove with thirteen other
family members from Riverton, Utah,
to Las Vegas, Nevada, for the team’s
regular-season finale. “We have never pushed our kids to
pick our lifestyle,” John told the New York Times. Joe and
his siblings have remained active in the LDS Church and
have given no indication that they will practice polygamy.

TTiicckkeetteedd..  For lewdness, University of
Southern California hockey goalie
MICKEY MEYER, after mooning a
predominantly LDS crowd at the
Eccles Ice Center in North Logan.
Angered by referee calls, Meyer rode
his stick like a horse, dropped his
pants, mooned the crowd, and
slapped his buttock during a game

against BYU. The Los Angeles-based DAILYNEWS.COM re-
ports that Meyer is now a cult hero on the popular web-
site, WWW.FACEBOOK.COM, where he joined a group
called “Mickey Meyer’s Mormon Mooning: Priceless.”

DDeebbuutteedd..  Recently on Comedy
Central, a special featuring ARON
KADER. Kader, a Mormon of
Palestinian descent, is the son of
former BYU professor Omar Kader
and his wife Nancy. In a special pre-
sentation of a performance of the
“Axis of Evil Comedy Tour,” Kader
joins three other comedians of

Middle Eastern or Persian descent. In his act, Kader jokes
about being approached to serve an LDS mission. His
reply, “To an Arab, a mission is a whole different deal.
Generally we don’t come back from those. Thanks for
asking.”
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