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S U N S T O N E

APOSTLE JOSEPH B.
WIRTHLIN DIES

ELDER JOSEPH B. WIRTHLIN OF THE QUORUM OF THE
Twelve passed away 1 December, at age 91, of causes incident
to age. 

Born and raised in Salt Lake City, Elder Wirthlin obtained a
degree in business management from the University of Utah,
where he also excelled as an athlete, playing halfback for the
football team. He served in the German-Austrian and the
Swiss-Austrian missions from 1937-39.

Elder Wirthlin served over 16 years in the bishopric of the
Bonneville Ward, then 7 years as a counselor to Elder Russell
M. Nelson in the Bonneville Stake presidency in Salt Lake City.
He also served approximately four years as first counselor to
Nelson in the Sunday School general presidency before being
called as an Assistant to the Twelve in April 1975. He was
called to the First Quorum of the Seventy in October 1976 and
to the Quorum of the Twelve in October 1986, at age 69.

His wife of 65 years, Elisa Young Rogers Wirthlin, died in
2006. The couple had 7 children, 59 grandchildren, and over
80 great-grandchildren.

Elder Wirthlin is remembered for his humility, his self-dep-

recating humor, and his love for family, friends, and football.
“Some of the happiest people I know have none of the things
the world insists are necessary for satisfaction and joy,” Elder
Wirthlin said once. “My life has been filled with adventure,
spiritual experiences, and joy that surpasses understanding.”

U P D A T E

P e o p l e

Surrendered to Texas Authorities.
Fundamentalist LDS Church members
FREDRICK MERRILL JESSOP, 72, WEN-
DELL LOY NIELSEN, 68, and LEROY
JOHNSON STEED, 42. Jessop is accused
of having married his 12-year-old daughter
to FLDS leader Warren Jeffs. Nielsen faces
three charges of bigamy. Steed faces charges
of assault of a child, bigamy, and tampering
with physical evidence.

Back in the saddle again.
President DIETER F.
UCHTDORF, 68, twelve
years after his retirement as
a captain for the airline
Lufthansa. While in the
Provo area to speak at a
Utah Valley University de-
votional, President Ucht-

dorf visited with the university’s aviation students at the mu-
nicipal airport and flew a four seat, twin-engine,
propeller-driven airplane. Speaking inside the hangars,
President Uchtdorf encouraged the students to use their avia-
tion careers to help build bridges with people and cultures
through the world.

Denied His BYU Degree. CHAD HARDY,
32, the creator of “Mormons Exposed,” a
2008 calendar featuring shirtless returned
missionaries (see SUNSTONE, October
2007: 11). Hardy, who was recently ex-
communicated because of the calendar,
plans to sue the LDS Church to get his de-
gree, but fears the cost of the legal fight
could cost as much as $30,000.

Convicted of First Degree Murder. JERE-
MIAS BINS, 33, who in 2006 killed his
Mormon wife and an 11-year-old stepson
allegedly because he was angered by how
much time they spent with members of the
Church. His wife, CARLA SOUZA, 37, at-
tended a Portuguese-speaking branch in
Massachusetts.

Arrested. JACOB JONES, 18,
MATTHEW RADOS, 18, AND
CHRISTOPHER PARKER, 18,
members of the BYU swim team,
in connection with the theft of a
rental car. An affidavit states that
the men found the car keys in an Orem Wal-Mart, located the
Chevy Aveo in the parking lot, drove it for two weeks, and
then abandoned it in Nephi.

Leroy Johnson 
Steed

Joseph B. Wirthlin
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