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LINDA SILLITOE DIES

AUTHOR LINDA SILLITOE, 61, DIED OF A HEART AT-
TACK on 7 April 2010. Well-known to Mormon audiences for
her poem “Song of Creation,” her journalistic coverage of the
Sonia Johnson excommunication, and her co-authored ac-
count of the Mark Hofmann forgeries and murders, Sillitoe
wrote prolifically in many genres, from fiction and poetry to
history and journalism, to literary criticism and personal essay. 

Sillitoe was a staff writer for the Deseret News and a news
feature editor for Utah Holiday magazine. A long-time
SUNSTONE contributor, Sillitoe also published in the New
York Times, the Philadelphia Inquirer, Dialogue: A Journal of
Mormon Thought, and Exponent II, for which she was poetry
editor. She also wrote for many Utah venues, including Utah
Business, City Weekly, and the Salt Lake City Observer.

Sillitoe’s much-acclaimed “Song of Creation” was pub-
lished in Dialogue in 1979. “Through a difficult growing up
and all the years of trying to figure out how to be me and be
a Mormon woman, this poem has sustained me, been vision
enough of the destination to encourage me along the path,”
Dialogue editor Kristine Haglund commented recently on
the blog By Common Consent. “And [this piece] is at the very
root of my conviction that poetry matters . . . May her voice
have long echoes.”

Lavina Fielding Anderson called Sillitoe “one of the
strongest and earliest voices for Mormon feminists.” “I loved
the suppleness and subtleties of her style,” Anderson told
the Salt Lake Tribune on 9 April 2010. “Her poems, written as
a young mother balancing child-rearing needs with the pas-
sion to write, articulated those dilemmas, discovered afresh
every generation, as well as they’ve ever been done. Her
novel, Sideways to the Sun, made her the voice of a sister-
hood taking both Mormonism and motherhood seriously.”

An editorial in the Salt Lake Tribune, 12 April 2010, as-
serted that Sillitoe will be best remembered for Salamander:
The Story of the Mormon Forgery Murders, the exhaustive ac-
count of Mark Hofmann’s crimes that she co-wrote with
Allen Roberts. “The strength of Salamander is that it lines up
all the complex details and how detectives and forensics ex-
perts came to unravel them,” the editorial said. “Unlike
some of the other books, this account also is remarkably bal-
anced in its understanding of the facts, the people and their
culture . . . Linda Sillitoe will long be remembered for
helping to explain the inexplicable.”

“In becoming a journalist, I learned skills I still have to
practice,” Sillitoe wrote in a SUNSTONE essay in 1990: “to
look straight on, to ask questions, to speak up, to confront
in ways that poetry and fiction don’t necessarily do. But then
neither does journalism necessarily, certainly not in Utah
where many questions are never asked, many powerful
people are never interviewed by people they do not employ,
and certain stories can find no home” (SUNSTONE,

December 1990: 14).
Sillitoe is survived by her husband, John, who recently re-

tired as curator of special collections at Weber State
University, and by children Melissa, Rob, and Cynthia.
Sillitoe did not wish to be eulogized at a public funeral, but
family, colleagues, and friends gathered on June 12 for a
memorial sponsored by friends of the Marriott Library,
which houses her papers. 

With this issue in advanced preparation at the time of her
passing SUNSTONE is planning to publish a more fitting
tribute in a future issue.

MORMON DOCTRINE DISCONTINUED

DESERET BOOK HAS DECIDED TO STOP PRODUCING
one of the most influential—and controversial—books of
Mormonism: Bruce R. McConkie’s Mormon Doctrine.
McConkie was a member of the First Council of the
Seventy—and son-in-law of apostle and scriptorian Joseph
Fielding Smith—when in 1958, he published a doctrinal ex-
position of Mormonism organized into alphabetical entries.
In addition to defending LDS doctrine, the book condemned
many mainstream Christian doctrines, which McConkie
dubbed “apostate” and “sectarian.” 

The publication of Mormon Doctrine caused immediate
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consternation. Mark E. Petersen, one of two apostles com-
missioned to review the first edition, recommended 1,067
corrections. Apostle Marion G. Romney objected to the “re-
peated use of the word ‘apostate’ and related terms in a way
which to many seems discourteous and to others gives of-
fense.” One of the most controversial passages of the first
edition identified the Roman Catholic Church as “the
mother of harlots.”

Unwilling to embarrass McConkie, then-President David
O. McKay decided that, instead of  being revised, the book
would simply not be republished. This incident prompted a
new policy requiring the Quorum of the Twelve to approve
before publication any book written by a General Authority.

However, some years later, McConkie obtained grudging
permission from McKay to republish the book.  The second
edition included important revisions in content and tone.
Privately, McConkie insisted that changes had been made
not because the original had been wrong but because some
of its statements had generated negative publicity.

The second edition retained McConkie’s assertion that
people of African descent would never be allowed to hold
the priesthood during mortal life. That statement was
changed after the 1978 revelation lifting the priesthood ban,
but a statement was left to the effect that black Africans are
descended from Cain.

Deseret Book spokesperson Gail Halladay told the Salt

Lake Tribune on 21 May 2010 that Mormon Doctrine has been
discontinued due to “low sales”—a claim that some book-
sellers and bloggers contest. Mormon Doctrine’s bestseller
ranking at Amazon.com is higher than Spencer W. Kimball’s
The Miracle of Forgiveness and LeGrand Richards’s A
Marvelous Work and a Wonder. At Amazon.com, Mormon
Doctrine now sells, used, for $45 (paperback) and $80
(hardcover). The rare first edition sells for about $300.

The Encyclopedia of Mormonism lists Mormon Doctrine
among 29 books “that have made significant contributions to
the understanding of doctrine.” Despite being revered by
many Mormons, some Latter-day Saints disparagingly called it
“Mostly Mormon Doctrine” or “McConkie Doctrine.”

Sociologist Armand Mauss told the Salt Lake Tribune on 21
May 2010 that Mormon Doctrine is going out of print “none
too soon, especially given the current public relations preoc-
cupation of the LDS Church.” LDS author Gregory Prince,
who has written about Mormon-Catholic relations during the
McKay administration, said he is “delighted” with the news,
and added that the book “has done some serious damage.” 

“It is a travesty for the Church, and particularly for its
black members, Catholics, and others, that [McConkie’s]
opinion stood as doctrine for 50 years,” wrote LDS author
Linda King Newell in a letter to the editor published in the
Salt Lake Tribune, 28 May 2010. “Now, LDS Church leaders
should follow up with a comprehensive publication (per-
haps called Mormon Doctrine Revisited) that corrects all of
the 1,067 errors for its membership and the world.”

On a lighter note, Salt Lake Tribune columnist Robert
Kirby wrote on 27 May 2010 about his experience as a
young missionary in Uruguay reading the first ten pages of
Mormon Doctrine before putting the book down. “I’m far too
independent when it comes to overly legalistic treatments of
stuff I love,” he confessed. “Faith for me is more art than bu-
reaucracy, and Mormon Doctrine read like a history of rock ‘n’
roll penned by Joseph Stalin.”  

MORMONS SPEAK UP TO 
SUPPORT, CONDEMN ARIZONA

IMMIGRATION LAW

SINCE ARIZONA PASSED SB1070, A CONTROVERSIAL
immigration law making it a state crime not to carry proof of
citizenship, LDS missionaries serving in Spanish-speaking
areas of the Grand Canyon State have had many doors
slammed in their faces. The reason: The man behind the
new law is a Mormon.

“Invaders, that’s what they are,” senator Russell Pearce
(R-Mesa) told National Public Radio two years ago, referring
to undocumented immigrants. “Invaders on the American
sovereignty, and it can’t be tolerated.”

Pearce, who admits to feeling uncomfortable with the
way illegal immigrants are changing Arizona, says he may
next introduce legislation challenging the 14th Amendment
which declares any child born in the U.S. a citizen.
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Long an attractor of both adulation and criticism, Bruce R. McConkie’s 
Mormon Doctrine has seen its last print run.
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Kenneth Patrick Smith, a Mesa lawyer who serves as pres-
ident of a Spanish-speaking LDS branch in Mesa, believes
Pearce’s law has tarnished the LDS Church’s image among
Latinos. 

“It’s a  great disconnect,” he told the Arizona Republic on
18 May 2010, “because on the one hand, the missionaries
are out there preaching brotherly love, kindness, charity, tol-
erance, faith, hope, etc., and then they see on TV a quote-
unquote Mormon pushing this legislation that makes them
not only . . . terrified but also terrorized.”

Smith’s sentiment was echoed on 29 April 2010 by fellow
Spanish-language branch president and lawyer, William R.
Richardson. “I can tell you that there are many in this area
(including much of the Anglo population) who truly abhor
the things that Russell Pearce is doing and saying to this
most vulnerable people,” Richardson wrote in a letter to the
Texas Civil Rights Review. “Pearce and his acolytes give the
Church unwelcomed attention.”

Other Mormons have come to Pierce’s defense both in
Arizona and in Utah, where state representative Stephen
Eric Sandstrom (R-Orem) would like to pass a similar law.
LDS supporters of tougher immigration laws often quote the

12th Article of Faith: (“We believe in . . . obeying, honoring,
and sustaining the law”) to bolster their position. 

“Utah is seen as a state that welcomes illegal immigrants,”
complained Sandstrom on 20 April 2010 to the Salt Lake
Tribune. “We almost encourage it with driving privilege
cards and in-state tuition for illegals. With Arizona making
the first step in this direction, Utah needs to pass a similar
law or we will see a huge influx of illegals. The real issue is
just establishing a rule of law in our state.” Sandstrom
served an LDS mission to Venezuela. 

Pearce and Sandstrom have an ally in LDS TV and radio
talk show host Glenn Beck, who has been lambasting illegal
immigration for years.  “Let me get something straight here
for those illegal aliens that might be watching the program,”
Beck said in 2007. “If you break into my country . . .  I’m
going to take your DNA, and I’m going to put you on a plane
and I’m going to send you the hell back to your freaking
country.”

While Catholic and Episcopal bishops have criticized the
new Arizona law, the LDS Church has declined to take a po-
sition on the issue, which, according to LDS spokesperson
Kim Farah, is “clearly the province of the government.”
“However, Church leaders have urged compassion and
careful reflection when addressing immigration issues af-
fecting millions of people,” she told the Arizona Republic on
21 May 2010. 

Sandstrom says he has never been told by Church leaders
to “cease and desist” in his efforts to pass tougher immigra-
tions laws. “I’ve been told to do what I feel is right for the
state and my constituents,” he told the Salt Lake Tribune on
30 April 2010.

Deseret News columnist Jerry Johnston believes laws such
as Arizona’s SB1070 are unlikely to be passed in Utah be-
cause “Utah has thousands of active LDS members and
members of other faiths who are here illegally,” he wrote on
30 April 2010. “Many have children who were born here and
are therefore U.S. citizens. The thought of one group of
tithe-paying Mormons going after another group of tithe-
paying Mormons is too unsavory. It flies in the face of
Christian ideals.”

LDS columnist and blogger McKay Coppins opines
that even though immigration issues are complex, racist
attitudes are always un-Christian. “As long as there are
immigrants living in our ward boundaries, we should be
bound by our conscience, our religion, and our covenants
to treat them with the utmost respect and compassion,”
he wrote last year in Mormon Times. “Should it really
matter where these Saints are living, or what documenta-
tion they have?”

Tony Yapias, of Utah’s advocacy group Proyecto Latino,
told the Salt Lake Tribune on 27 May 2010 that he would
like to see the LDS Church break its silence and speak up
on the issue. Until that happens, he warns, “You’re going to
have these Mormon legislators introduce all types of laws,
racist laws, in the state [of Utah], like what happened in
Arizona.”
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Arizona senator Russell Pearce has attracted much public interest to 
the LDS Church’s stand on immigration reform.
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Apostle M. Russell Ballard lamented “the confusion
and distortion of womanhood in contemporary society,”
and denounced “popular culture today [which] often
makes women look silly, inconsequential, mindless, and
powerless.” 

Boyd K. Packer, President of the Quorum of the
Twelve—who, due to frail health, spoke from his seat—
said that Satan is “persistent in attacking the home and the
family.” “The ultimate end of all activity in the Church is
that a man and his wife and their children might be happy
at home,” he added, “protected by the principles and laws
of the gospel, sealed safely in the covenants of the ever-
lasting priesthood.” 

In a different vein, President Dieter F. Uchtdorf urged
Church members not to judge new converts but “to wel-
come and love all of God’s children, including those who
might dress, look, speak, or just do things differently.” In
previous talks, he has joked about the difficulties he’d had
learning to speak English years ago during pilot training in
the U.S.  “It is not good to make others feel as though they
are deficient,” he added. “Let us bestow upon our brothers
and sisters in the Church a special measure of humanity,
compassion, and charity so that they feel, at long last, they
have finally found home.”
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LDS LEADERS GIVE 
COUNSEL, WARNINGS

ON 3–4 APRIL, LDS GENERAL AUTHORITIES COUN-
SELED and cautioned the Saints, who gathered in Salt
Lake City and at stake centers and in homes around the
globe to participate in the 180th annual General
Conference.

Several speakers denounced widespread immorality.
Said President Thomas S. Monson, “Permissiveness, im-
morality, pornography, dishonesty, and a host of other ills
cause many to be tossed about on a sea of sin and
crushed on the jagged reefs of lost opportunities, for-
feited blessings, and shattered dreams.”

“Most days we all find ourselves assaulted by immoral
messages of some kind flooding in on us from every
angle,” echoed Apostle Jeffrey R. Holland. “Tragically,
the same computer and Internet service that allows me
to do my family history and prepare those names for
temple work could, without filters and controls, allow
my children or grandchildren access to a global cesspool
of perceptions that could blast a crater in their brains
forever.”

P e o p l e

Defeated. LDS Senator BOB BENNETT,
76, after the Utah Republican Convention
gave him only 27 percent of votes in his
bid for reelection despite endorsement
from former Republican Massachusetts
governor Mitt Romney.  Though he is still
popular with voters, Utah delegates
charged that Bennett is not conservative enough. In August
2009, when Bennett published Leap of Faith, reaffirming his
faith in the Book of Mormon, the Salt Lake Tribune ran a story
questioning the timing of the book, which had been released
the same day Bennett was attacked for co-sponsoring a bi-
partisan health care reform bill.

Disinvited. LDS Senate Majority leader
HARRY REID, 70, D-Nevada, days before
he was supposed to speak at a “Why I
Believe” fireside in Las Vegas. The Tule
Springs Stake cancelled the fireside after
receiving emails and phone messages
from Mormons who threatened to disrupt
the event. According to a blog entry posted at
MILLENIALSTAR.ORG on 31 March 2010, a stake member
called Reid “the most evil man on the earth.” Another said,
“If I see Harry Reid in the temple, I am going to hit him.”
Reid, a moderate Democrat, is a lighting rod for conserva-
tive anger because of his support for health care reform and
other Democrat-led initiatives.

Protested. Former Massachusetts gov-
ernor and once presidential hopeful MITT
ROMNEY, 63, at a book-signing event at a
Mormon bookstore in La Jolla, California.
The protesters, who stood outside the
store, said Romney should apologize for
Mormon involvement in California’s
Proposition 8, which banned same-sex marriage in that
state. The title of Romney’s book is No Apology: The Case for
American Greatness.

Awarded. KATE HOLBROOK, a fellow-
ship in Mormon studies from the
University of Utah’s Tanner Humanities
Center. A doctoral student at Boston
University, Holbrook chose the disserta-
tion topic, “Radical Food: Mormon
Foodways and the American Mainstream.”
Holbrook told The Salt Lake Tribune on 10 May 2010 that
the ubiquitous Mormon Jell-O shows “Mormons value cele-
brations” and that so-called “funeral potatoes,” a potato and
cheese casserole, are prepared by people who “have put
aside their egos” and are “trying to please the general
palate.” 

Published. The “authorized and official” biography of
JOSEPH SMITH. According to a press release, the new book
was written under the direction of the resurrected Joseph
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Smith himself. The author, Christopher, who “uses no last
name,” is believed to be CHRISTOPHER MARC NEMELKA,
author of The Sealed Portion of the Book of Mormon (2004)
and other publications about topics such as polygamy, the
reality of resurrected beings, and the temple endowment.
Nemelka has been disciplined by the LDS Church (appar-
ently more than once) and no longer considers himself a
member of the Church.

Married. LDS author TY MANSFIELD,
32, on 22 May 2010 in the Salt Lake
City Temple, six years after co-authoring
the faith-promoting memoir In Quiet
Desperation, in which he identified him-
self as homosexual and likely to remain
unmarried. Bloggers have both criti-
cized and defended Mansfield’s decision to marry a
woman. An open letter posted at DANIELLEDONT
DOIT.COM asked Mansfield’s fiancée DANIELLE PALMER
to reconsider her decision in light of the experience of
LDS women whose marriages to homosexual men ended
up in divorce.

Separated—and Reconciled. LDS singer
SHAWN SOUTHWICK, 50, and her hus-
band, CNN anchor LARRY KING, 76, after
Southwick accused King of having an af-
fair with her younger sister SHANNON
ENGEMANN, 45. Tabloids had a field day
when Little League coach HECTOR PE-
NATE, 31, then claimed to have had an affair with
Southwick—an allegation Southwick denies. Shortly after
filing for divorce, Southwick and King reconciled. “We love
our children, we love each other, we love being a family,”
King and Southwick said in a statement. This is Southwick’s
second marriage. King has been married eight times.

Arrested. BYU sophomore STETSON
HALLAM, 20, on charges of assaulting
and attempting to kidnap a 19-year-old
coed whom he was home teaching and
pursuing romantically. According to a po-
lice affidavit, on 6 April 2010, Hallam of-
fered the woman a “gift” which turned
out to be a bin with a lockable lid and handles. When the
coed opened the lid, Hallam allegedly incapacitated her
with a taser and attempted to handcuff her. Hallam later
apologized to the woman, saying his actions were an April
Fool’s joke.  

Settling. DENNIS LEE KEATING II, after obtaining $17
million by fraud, mostly from fellow Mormons in the
Temecula, California, area. A former counselor in a bish-
opric in nearby Corona, Keating is one of several con

artists who have been in the news for using their Mormon
connections to prey on LDS investors—a technique called
“affinity fraud.” Government agencies and community
leaders held a free “Fraud College” conference in Utah on
1 June 2010 to call attention to the problem. The LDS
Church declined to participate in the event, saying that
Church leaders have been warning members about this
type of fraud for years.

Awarded. KERRY LEWIS, 38, $1.4 mil-
lion in damages by a jury who found the
Boy Scouts of America and the LDS
Church liable for sexual abuse he endured
in the 1980s.  On 13 April 2010, the court
ruled the LDS Church responsible for
25% of the damages, but the Church will
not have to pay because it settled with Lewis and seven
other victims more than a year ago. In 1983, TIMUR
DYKES told an LDS bishop that he had molested 17 Boy
Scouts, including Lewis. Dykes was eventually convicted on
various abuse charges and jailed.

Extradited. From Honduras, JACQUE-
LINE TARSA LEBARON, 44, daughter of
the late polygamist leader of the Church
of the Lamb of God, ERVIL LEBARON.
She is accused of helping to orchestrate
the 1988 shooting deaths of three
former sect members and an 8-year-old
child. Ervil died in 1981 in Utah State Prison, where he’d
been serving a life sentence for masterminding the 1977
murder of RULON ALLRED, the leader of another polyg-
amist group.

Appointed. WENDELL NIELSEN, 69,
president of the Fundamentalist Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. On 21
January 2010, Nielsen succeeded Warren
S. Jeffs, who is serving 10 years to life on
two counts of acting as an accomplice to
rape for his role in arranging a 2002 mar-
riage between a 14-year-old girl and her 19-year-old first
cousin. Despite Jeff’s incarceration and his own assertions
that he is no longer a prophet, some adherents still regard
Jeffs as the spiritual leader of the secretive church.  

Sentenced. MERRILL LEROY JESSOP, 35,
to 75 years in prison for the sexual assault
of a 15-year-old girl while living at the
Yearning for Zion compound the FLDS
Church owns in Texas. Jessop is the
fourth FLDS member convicted on sexual
assault charges since the United States
government raided the compound in April 2008. 
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